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Dear Chair,  

 

I am writing to bring to your attention to a consultation the Home Office is starting today on the 

family returns process. The consultation will run for 12 weeks until Thursday 28 May. 

 

The Home Secretary set out in her statement in November, Restoring Order and Control: A 

statement on the government’s asylum and returns policy, the focus on tackling illegal migration 

and strengthening the integrity of the UK’s immigration system. Ensuring a clear end point to the 

asylum process and upholding the integrity of the immigration and asylum system by ensuring 

those with no right to remain in the UK do in fact leave is part of a controlled and properly 

functioning system. 

 

As part of this work, the Government committed to consult on two key areas: 

 
• the process for enforcing the removal of families, including those with children; and 

• the commencement of provisions in the Immigration Act 2016 that would enable the 

withdrawal of support from families who do not have a genuine barrier to leaving the UK. 

During the consultation the will seek views from stakeholders across government, local authorities, 

inspectorates, operational partners, non-governmental organisations and charities working in the 

fields of children’s welfare and migration, as well as yourselves. This expertise will be essential to 

ensure that any changes are practical, proportionate, and fully aligned with statutory safeguarding 

responsibilities, including those under Section 55 of the Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Act 

2009. 

 

Equality Impact Assessments and Children’s Impact Assessments are in development for both 

policy areas and will be refined in light of consultation feedback. 

 

A copy of this letter and the consultation document will be deposited in the Libraries of both 

Houses to support transparency and Parliamentary scrutiny. Those who wish to raise specific 

issues or engage further with officials are warmly encouraged to do so. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Alex Norris MP 

Minister for Border Security & Asylum 


