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Thank you for your correspondence of 14 May, in which you made the following request for
information:

My request relates to this answer to a Parliamentary Question.

*Q: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, pursuant to

the answer of 28 April 2025 to Question 45908 on Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office: Cultural Heritage, which pieces of work have been (a)
installed and (b) deinstalled in each (i) Embassy, (ii) High Commission and

(iii) Residence since 4 July 2024.*

*A: | invite the Rt Hon Member to search any information he requires on the
artworks and their locations on the Government Art Collection website.*

https:/questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-05-07/5057 2

The Minister declined to disclose the information. | wish to request the
same information requested under the FOI Act.

i.e. A list of the individual GAC items that have been (a) added and (b)
removed since the general election, including titles and reference numbers,
each of those FCDO properties. Please breakdown the list by each individual
embassy/commission/residence.

I would note the following points in relation to exemptions and the public
interest:

H1*

The information requested is not readily accessible (so Section 21 does not
apply). The GAC website does not list changes since the general election.

It is not possible to ascertain which items have been added or removed
since the election. The GAC website only lists items currently being
displayed at any one time.

There is no intent for future publication of this information (so Section
22 does not apply)

#2*

None of the points in the PQ answer are a valid FOI exemption.



The fact that the matters have been raised in Parliament by Opposition MPs
shows that they are legitimate (non-vexatious) areas of public scrutiny.
Indeed, it is notable that the PQ answers do not provide public interest
arguments against disclosure. It is in the public interest that

Parliamentary Questions receive proper answers — this is the expectation in
the Ministerial Code.

*#3*

The fact however that the GAC website does list items currently being
displayed means there is no public interest argument for secrecy on the
changes. There is no quality of confidence to what has been displayed in
the past, but now is no longer displayed. There is no risk to national
security. The GAC website once listed what was in such locations prior to
the election, but that information is no longer readily accessible, so
again, there is no confidence to the information.

*#4 *

Structured information on GAC artwork has routinely been released under FOI
under previous (Conservative and Labour) Administrations, and under
previous PQs.

“Mr. Pickles: To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster which works
of art from the Government Art Collection are located in (a) the personal
ministerial residences of the Prime Minister and (b) the Prime Minister’s
offices in Downing Street.

Margaret Hodge: | have been asked to reply. | am arranging for a list of
the works of art to be deposited in the Libraries of both Houses.”

*Hansard*, 9 June 2008, col. 94W.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080609/text/80609w0020.ht
m#08060925002146

The deposited paper was made by DCMS:
https://depositedpapers.parliament.uk/depositedpaper/2260134/details
*#5*

Details on changes to artwork have been released under other PQs. Most
notably, by DCMS to the changes to 11 Downing Street GAC collection.

*“Charlie Dewhirst: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and
Sport, what the reference numbers are of Government Art Collection works
that have been removed from 11 Downing Street since the general election;
and what the reference numbers are of works that are scheduled to be
removed.*

*GAC artworks removed from 11 Downing Street since the General Election can
be found in the table below. In some cases, artworks have been removed from
No.11 as they have been committed as loans to public exhibitions at other
museums or galleries.*

*GAC Inventory*



*13783*
*etc, etc ..."*
*Hansard, 4 Decembre 2024, PQ16604*

*https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-11-27/16604*
<https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-11-27/16604>

*#6*

You have provided similar information to me on 10 Downing Street artwork,

in response to my FOI request of_ disclosed on 20 March 2025.
This provides a clear precedent for release of such information (off the

back of another unanswered PQ). There was no harm from that disclosure, and
no security implications. It enhanced public transparency.

*#7*

There has been public and press interest in the removal of specific
artworks in Government buildings (e.g. Queen Elizabeth | and other historic
figures). Disclosure will enhance transparency and accountability in this
regard. Disclosure will promote debate on the issues of contested heritage.

e.g.
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/10/18/shakespeare-latest-victim-downing-street-pur
ge-portraits/

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/10/13/starmer-removes-paintings-queen-elizabeth-i-
walter-raleigh/

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/12/keir-starmer-removes-portrait-of-gladstone-fro
m-number-10/

*#8*

These artworks were funded by the public purse. Changes to the artwork have
incurred public cost from the moves.

I wish to receive the information electronically. Please contact me further
to Section 16 of the Act if any element of this request needs
clarification, or narrowing to bring under the cost threshold.

We have dealt with your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act). | can confirm
that the Department for Culture, Media and Sport does have information within scope of your
request.

All GAC art works that have been added (installed) and removed (de-installed) from all Embassies,
High Commissions and Residences since the 4 July 2024 can be found in document 1 & document
2.

Installed - Document 1
Deinstalled - Document 2

Background

The Government Art Collection (GAC) promotes British art, culture and creativity through displays in
UK Government buildings worldwide. It is the most widely distributed collection of British art, with
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displays in over 125 countries, and makes an important contribution to the UK's cultural diplomacy
through being seen by thousands of visitors to these buildings each year.

Yours sincerely,

Freedom of Information Team
Department for Culture, Media and Sport

Complaints and comments

As is customary in our replies, | should explain that if you are dissatisfied with any aspect of our
response to your request for information, and/or wish to appeal against information being withheld
from you, please send full details within two calendar months of the date of this response to:
foi@dcms.gov.uk. You have the right to ask the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) to
investigate any aspect of your complaint. Please note that the ICO is likely to expect internal
complaints procedures to have been exhausted before beginning an investigation.
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