
 

 

2nd floor, 1 Friargate, Station Square, Coventry, CV1 2GN 
www.gov.uk/ofqual    0300 303 3344    https://theportal.ofqual.gov.uk 
 

 

 

 

Dear Mr O’Brien, 

 

Re: PQ88782 To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many people 
have been employed by (a) OFSTED, (b) OFQUAL and (c) the Office for 

Students in each year since 2005. 
 

 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary (Department for Education), Olivia Bailey, has  
asked Ofqual to respond directly to your recent Parliamentary Question. A copy  
of this response will be placed in the Libraries of both Houses. 
 
Ofqual was established in April 2010 under the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and 
Learning Act 2009. Headcount figures from 2011 onwards are summarised below: 

March of each year - Headcount (Not including non-payroll staff) * 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

161 165 150 192 184 197 205 208 217 233 260 292 350 357 361 

               

March of each year - Headcount (Including non-payroll staff) * 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

172 179 176 233 207 210 213 221 228 240 268 308 357 362 363 

 

March of each year – Full Time Equivalent Staff (including non-payroll staff)* 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

158 165 148 189 188 184 189 183 192** 216** 259 298 345 350 351 

 

*Non-payroll relates to agency staff, contractors etc 

** 2019 and 2020 FTE figures represent average FTE for the year to 31 March. 
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In the 10 years between March 2015 and March 2025 the number of awarding 
organisations regulated by Ofqual increased from 160 to 255, and from 2019 onwards, 
headcount was significantly impacted by Ofqual’s role in the regulation of 
apprenticeship End Point Assessments. 

Headcount numbers have reduced since March 2025, with the latest published figures 
(October 2025) being 351 excluding non-payroll staff, 352 including non-payroll staff 
and total Full Time Equivalent staff of 338, a reduction of 3.7% since 31 March. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Sir Ian Bauckham CBE 

Chief Regulator, Ofqual 


