OFFICIAL

Liz Lloyd MP CBE

SR Parliamentary Under-Secretary of
el State for the Digital Economy,
Department for Department for Science, Innovation
i i and Technology
Science, Innovation o6
& Technology London SW1A 2BQ

E: Minister.Lloyd@dsit.gov.uk

10 December 2025

Lord Howell of Guildford
House of Lords

London

SW1A OPW

Dear Lord Howell,

Thank you for your question in the chamber on Thursday 4" December. This letter is to follow up on your
question of errors, delays and de-accreditation of official statistics.

On 4 December, the ONS published updates on progress to the Plan for Economic Statistics (ESP) and
Survey Improvement and Enhancement Plan (SIEP) since their publication in June 2025.

These plans are critical to the ONS achieving its mission to deliver trustworthy, independent, high-quality
statistics that underpin the UK’s most critical economic and societal decisions and inform the public. With
several ESP and SIEP milestones completed and delivery in progress across other actions, the quality and
trustworthiness of the statistics has improved.

While a recovery is underway, the ONS know there is further to go to fully restore the quality of data. The
ONS have been open about the lessons learned, which have prompted improvements to processes and
governance, including quality assurance and supplier engagement. To strengthen momentum, the ONS
has recently announced plans to narrow the range of their statistics, prioritising quality over quantity and
underlining how delivery against the ESP and SIEP is their top priority.

| hope this is reassuring on steps that the ONS are taking on the publication of UK statistics.
I will place a copy of this letter in the libraries of the House.

Yours sincerely,

Baroness Lloyd

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Digital Economy
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Faboutus%2Fourstrategyandplans%2Fonsimprovementplans%2Fonseconomicstatistics%2Fonsplanforeconomicstatisticsprogressupdatedecember2025&data=05%7C02%7CCatherine.Long2%40dsit.gov.uk%7Cca01661cc55b4165f52008de3717a03e%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C639008771787819194%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AQLcuT24samNscjp2S0q4%2BWrsHw00l0sjOKncRLMEcY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Faboutus%2Fourstrategyandplans%2Fonsimprovementplans%2Fonssurveyimprovementandenhancement%2Fonssurveyimprovementandenhancementplanforeconomicstatisticsprogressupdatedecember2025&data=05%7C02%7CCatherine.Long2%40dsit.gov.uk%7Cca01661cc55b4165f52008de3717a03e%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C639008771787830857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aVaG0gjtfYYcVC7%2Bwb0xoajiVu7zH8ufcC5zKBSdUmU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Minister.Lloyd@dsit.gov.uk

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL



