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Oaths Act 1867-1974
N Statutory Declaration.

QUEENSLAND}
TO WIT

| : [
l,_ » |

' of 23 SIDSYOLD ST., KIPIRRA , in the State of Queensland,
ornerly of 7 THDEP. FIZLD SQUADROL, do solemnly and sincerely declare
‘eralinsa Detachment, ROYAL AUST. ZHGINZZRS

that durirng the period - April/iay 1956 - whilst trgvelllno by road

trénsoort from 43 iiILS CAiP, (4) miles north of the Zast/'fest rallvay lins) jlaralinza |
Renge, Yatson railwey sidirg, on stopping at approximately half the distance, 20 niles,

to collect edible nuts from a group of quandong trees the grisl

' i N mains riginal
n S ) s . h s e my : " o ne n e . Of
7 IiDzP, FIZLD SQUAD0N, was irformed of the finding of the deceased @DOr2gines. e to

farily was discovered under the trees. The commanding officer,

Tailing light the commarding officer weaited until the following morning to journey to the
area "uth 20 or nmore xrmy sappers and a s::all roup of RAAF ground-crew personnel, The
ol ] i i

!

, also wvas 1incluaea 1n 3 . :

The comnanding officer stated that the aborigines died from a lack of
food. It is my belief that the aborigines travelled within the Zmu Pield plutonium con-
taminated rezion to the north and were making their way to the nissim station south of
the East/ifest railway line .

Taken and Declared before m

this :»-7/{\/\"1/ day

GP St Rel ¥ G

e po — 4w — —— R —















pd [ PROCUREMENT EXECUTIVE, MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 3Lt

Ext:

Our Ref:
Your Ref:
Date:

ATOMIC ONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT
Building

Aldermaston, Reading, RG7 4PR

Telephone Tadley 4111 (STD 07356 4111) . MEDICAL IN CONFIDENCE
Telex 848104/5 .
6111

SFS/D/2

9 February 1982

Department of Defence
Box 2465 GPO -
Brisbane

QLD 4001

Australia

(Attentlon_ Actmg Reglonal Secretary)

Sir,

Please refer to your 81/TRQ/14 of 12 January 1982. T~

The @does not appear in the information available in the UK and

currently accessible to AWRE staff concerning those who may have been present at
Maralinga in the period 1 February 1956 to 13 November 1956, nor does that name
appear in information covering other periods associated with UK activities at
Maralinga.

Information on recordable radiation exposures to people present at Maralinga is
available in UK and should also be found in the records held by their emplcyers at
the appropriate time - ie in this case the Australian Army. The fact that-
name does not appear means that: .

(a) he was not present at Maralinga itself; or

(b) he was present, but did not enter any area where there was 2 possibility of
radiation exposures above the normal background levels to which “all people are
exposed and therefore was not issued with a special film badge as required for
such an entry; or

(¢) he was present but did not enter an area where there was a possibility of such
a radiation exposure and any film badge issued to him did not indicate an
exposure above the lowest exposure recordable for the operation concerned, ie
an exposure not in excess of 200 uSv (20 millirem) which is a small fraction
of, and smaller than the variations and uncertainties in, the annual effective
dose equivalent which each person receives, from the normal background radiation
always present, in every year of life; ie approximately 2000 pSv (200 millirem)
in each year in UK. The information available in UK does not indicate that
Spr Toon was issued with any film badges at Maralinga.

In summary ,from the information available to us in UK, it is concluded that
did not receive a radiation dose above the negligible recordable level, ie less than
or equal to 200 uSv or 20 millirem during any service he may have had at Maralinga,
and specifically that_did not receive a radiation exposure of "5 rads'"

(S0 000 uSv) at Maralinga. :
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radlafIOn
claim

GOVERNMENT authorities
'l would admit one day that Aus-
“trallans were “in the thick of it”
| during nuclear tests of the 1940s
! and ,1950s, Australian Nuclear:,
Veterans’ Association official”
Mr Pat Creevey said yesterday. !

“They said no Australians had been
within 12 km of Maralinga but we got
them to admit they were within 7 km,"
he said.

“Scientfsts said no Australia.ns were
exposed to radiation, only. the English.
Every time we keep at them, we get
closer and closer to the day ‘they will
admit Australians were in the thxck of
lt ” .

W Mr Creevey sa.id the assoclatlon

learned recently that+an Australian

- named Tuck had plloted a Canberra
jet’ bomber through an afomic cloud
above Australian testing zones.

*. “We are anxious now to contact any-
one who will verify his case. We want
to hear from Australians who washed
down the jets after those flights. Tuck
died within two years of that flight.”

The association had information on‘

360 out of 2000 participants in the nu-
clear tests, and it was clear that in the
states where the association was active
— Queensland and South Australia —
most contacts with veterans had been.
made, .

Death certiflcates of 74 out of 89 de-

ceased\ veterans .associated with the

Marah} a tests indicated they were in-

a high \}sk group for death by can-
cer.
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Nucleam«or
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é ROSS PEAKE

1 B ,,zf‘

: K4 R AAI‘ engme mter COI Blrd
[ had'a Secret: and deadly
tagkmOctober 1952,

AFS

\43...

the " Broome - alrstyip, 1 in - far horbhr, -
western ‘Australia, Col placed a 1add,e‘r i
under the wings and clambered Up; -
1 The propellers Weré still’ ‘Spinning as
¥ | he "unbolled  twp fdust co]lectors and
1 handed Yhem to'ai British Eclentist. He
i-hought it strange at ‘the-time that'thé ! ?
rvoffin’ wore what lookeq liké a diving™
150uit - whité overalls, 'hoad gloves and

héat I’ sHorts gnd boot'a sometlmes a
bhﬂgb vt*»rrt ""“w r" ‘* A

i Mow® Lhe mystery 'has Become 'far wo
: - Bird,-., Wdym‘g VI, ﬁhfmi
A A ,,‘,\‘r,.-, "% -' LI
i The’ MM had flown thfou; hxe
; ra(hoactxvemushroq;ns over the Montq
4| Belio Lslands, during'the British atomic

o8

‘eastern States in one.that was 50  “hot'!
it < was: broken up - and buned at
Amberley. " #1 Fud K PR

Severel. years aﬂer at;, when G{)l
retumde -Australia ‘from™s four of 5
(!uty in; Smgapore. 2. foul: sxpemng‘
'l green xlime Yegan to ooze from h.gilef‘;
{ear. That was, diagposéd a3, tropi
cora]ear—""‘..‘p*-;r-- {,‘., *

When* i:e was dﬁscha.rged from lhe
RAAF 15 years ago, with a'10 per ‘ent

cund the Sme‘il i:om the cotton’ wool
& wabs  inz bis-'ifar’ - bffended’ “his’ -

tihaay.
g‘*&s\

mt“n&lve «co‘ba}t
exadiasbe the destiges: =7 sy,
1.iThe result -was ‘tHat. the’ athx

f‘

‘wasting away*«x.mt week he
S0kg, 35‘&31!?,5 ‘ﬂlxa featk)xio it
.The  m wﬁm"ﬁdhepaneatl&‘
scramb!ed egEE ‘é{d“‘that takes 15+~
: mlnut.es Be 'hves dx‘;ﬁ‘:}lk and' tamin

then hat’ the,

bitterness shoyved in"his yeich’ and on..
his face. *T can'{ help but think xt - I
getabltan aboutft.” =t . )
Col now. belicyes -he. has th
undertoptrol; buthas ;nonthly c‘h
He i3 mostly but hungry, ﬁu
/ o RS

In - suburhan ben ,“ min‘ Was )
falling, "t 'wrs o Jleomy, dipressing €ay
. | outside, Lug 0ot craly ventures into his
7 yard snymore, Hig wife, Ella, said his
I} 1 morgle had sunk motloeably in the past

.| month. Now he'-'mostly. watches .
‘ ’ television. ‘Theg .cricket has bLeen o
. !| keeping yae a‘!f 'hc sl “¥es, i fice s -
- . (l‘auk(:k." v

When Eilla leIt the house for a fu\' ;
mnules, Col produced a Fixchet of

Whenever aL&ncolnbombe;']anded dt : ‘2;_< o

'

boots Col ‘was dressed for the: summer .

tests. He'maintained those atrcraff and « : et
made- the 10-hour .iHp . back’ to the g

cnsion,-he i took “ah; office <job,.but! 3 £

S
orkmates. 50 he ‘eleaned, toilets  fori: IS

el by £
orf?atmﬁﬁt,,, 0.

- Darrick say is bipd been assuriai by’ (hp’ After six ‘weeks of the work, Mr!’eck ,:

. personnel’ © T hud- _‘:bam '“pfopd-y ‘Mmemorrhaging, .- bleeding  gums,

“affected by cxmsm totad'ation, .-
;| 1852 Py Pee

. Perth, to act s clreneis during the

3,"—

dcliverlng a- Ioa.d ‘of - sa.nd on . the h!md; they Lhought was safc bet
northern outskirts of Brisbane: O marqqe,e and deconlaminated ewb
‘redip ~idterview, he heard ;Sma " with ses, water and Tepol.

&r ;

"Brifish authoriies thut Wl Austratian: “Leéame serigusly Wl - acute diazrhoea,

dccontam.nnbed.'“ %‘? NI ,rud}oacavc urine and facces. A dbctor
“I'was geally .crapped off:with that,z: on! S Tracker, converted j

Iand Jired oIt B letter telling Sénator *laboratory and health ship,” mad the X
Carrick pea-kmmﬁrm”ﬁ; groakyy W £ 27 7

{ 3§ - tigh ‘ixig:to PR\ thhtswitgat&hote)ds e ,,!. .

: qulry Af which! to ba.se ‘Bydney where blood trsts ‘“é, el
rpanaatfon’ clnims for the, affected red porpuécle cont was as 4 '
coons and thelrwidows- - .00 " 1 low. By tho flae of 50 ™ .

i Tu€ Guvertment haS ocknobledged s bihosy 1 w50 1 SE -’. ' ¢

x4 o~
uh.:* '*"’ ’ ‘e
RISy

npensatibn ' case’ so | far,” but (hd*
W Js inAssthg what it belleves is
.overwhelming’  evidence . df " people

aod :“o”qer RAAP {1
offieer v.ose 7:“ 3 89 Tewce, Tenr

tnxtlnr’ at kionte Ecllo islands, about ]
2291 west of Pozt Hedland 5 “
After the blast thelr task was to go on
to the Islands Lo, eoover madianctive

debris end plot “isctepe conteurs”,
”.“'4. Py the "u..l,_,'h of the |.

“0 "'a'vny . . Yi

1t e Y et frem L)




PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN AT MARALINGA AND EMU DURING THE BRITISH
NUCLEAR TESTS 1IN 1956

The photographs shown hereunder No's 1 - 29 were taken by a
serviceman, using a concealed camera, who was on duty at the
abovementioned test sites. The photographs have only
recently been made available to the Maralinga and Monte

Bello Atomic Ex-Servicemen's Association.
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7.
8'

9.

INDEX

Armoured vehicle damaged during explosions at One Tree
on 27 September, 1956 and Marcoo on 11 October, 1956.
The vehicle was within 4 miles of ground zero.

British Army Bedford truck which suffered damage at
One Tree and Marcoo from explosions.

as above

British Army truck used in the tests and later
reclaimed. The driver is not wearing any protective
clothing.

British Austin A90 Champ Jeep used in the explosion at
Emu and later reclaimed and brought to Maralinga. The
driver is not wearing protective clothing.

Tanks used in explosion at One Tree and Marcoo. The
tank is marked with the radioactive symbol, however,
the occupant is not wearing any protective clothing.
as above

pamaged tanks being loaded onto a train for return to
Puckapunyal.

Maralinga Village plutonium mixing sheds.

10. One Tree Tower prior to the explosion.

11

. as above

12. Water treatment plant at Camp 43 Mile. The water was

drawn from underground bores and was not tested for

contamination.

o

13. Two army engineers at Watson Railway Station with a

radioactive tank in the background.

o\
14. A 7 Independent Field Squadron engineer at Ooldea

Railway Station some 7 miles from Watson Railway
station. The photograph indicates that service
personnel travelled the area in an unrestricted

fashion.

15. Members of 7 Independent Field Squadron in the

contaminated zone following the test at Emu. They are

not wearing any protective clothing.

16. Members 7 Independent Field Squadron with vehicles

that had been driven around the test site at Emu and

were later returned to Ccasula, New South Wales.

17. as above

18. Members of 7 Independent Field Squadron and R.A.A.F.



19.
20.

21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.

28.
29.

ground crew at Watson Railway Station. Their duties

included the loading of vehicles that were involved
in the tests.,

Members 7 Independent Field Squadron at Maralinga.
Members 7 Independent Field Squadron with jeeps

involved in tests at Emu.

Members 7 Independent Field Squadron at Emu. The area

was heavily contaminated.

as in 19

Army engineer with sick eagle.

A 7 Independent Field Squadron jeep and truck,
reclaimed from Emu, at Watson Railway Station.
Members 7 Independent Field Squadron and R.A.A.F.
ground crew at Emu.

Members army, airforce and Commonwealth civilian
employees at the Maralinga Canteen?in 1956. The
canteen was situated 25 miles from the test site.
as above

The tea and sugar train at Watson Railway Station.
The Transcontinental Express coming into Watson’
Railway Station. The train‘dropped mail for

servicemen. .

/
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