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Dear Robert,

It has come to my attention that during the oral evidence session of 28 November of the EFRA
select committee inquiry on Pet Welfare and Abuse, | inadvertently misspoke when answering
Ms Murray’s question (Q349) on the matter of rabbits.

When drawing the Committee’s attention to the resources available to rabbit keepers to better
understand and meet the welfare needs of their pets, | referred to the Good Practice Code for
the Welfare of Rabbits, issued by the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Animal Welfare
(APGAW). | also referred to the British Rabbit Council, which issues its own Codes of Practice.
| did not intend to suggest that the British Rabbit Council issued the former code. Both codes
offer useful advice to pet owners and my department seeks to make owners aware of them
where the opportunity arises.

The Government continues to take positive action to protect the welfare of companion animals
- including domestic rabbits. The Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals)
(England) Regulations 2018 (the 2018 regulations) require anyone who is in the business of
selling rabbits as pets to obtain a valid licence from their local authority. Licences must meet
strict statutory minimum welfare standards which are enforced by local authorities who have
powers to issue, refuse or revoke licences. The 2018 Regulations are supported by statutory
quidance which provides specific information about the keeping of rabbits for sale.

| will place a copy of this letter in the library of the House. My colleague Lord Douglas-Miller
would be happy to assist should you have any queries.
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https://rabbitwelfare.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Rabbit-CoP-July-2023-final.pdf
https://rabbitwelfare.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Rabbit-CoP-July-2023-final.pdf
https://thebritishrabbitcouncil.org/codes-practice.php
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-activities-licensing-guidance-for-local-authorities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-activities-licensing-guidance-for-local-authorities

