% MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

. FLOOR 5, ZONE B, MAIN BUILDING
Ministry WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB

of Defence Telephone 020 7218 9000 (Switchboard)

JAMES CARTLIDGE MP
MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENCE PROCUREMENT

PQW/22-23/2023/10645 5 December 2023

Dear John,

| promised to write to you following your Parliamentary Question (195711) of
1 September 2023.

The In-Service Date (ISD) for CROWSNEST was 18 March 2021. The original ISD date
was July 2019.

This delay was caused by a shortfall in industrial performance owing to unforeseen
technical complexity. This resulted in replanning and a revised schedule to achieve the
In-Service Date before the first Carrier Strike Group deployment in 2021. The capability
has continued to develop and achieved the I0OC milestone July 2023.

| am placing a copy of this letter in the Library of the House.

Yours sincerely,

JAMES CARTLIDGE MP

Rt Hon John Healey MP

Shadow Secretary of State for Defence
House of Commons

London

SWI1A 0AA



