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	    15 December 2009


Dear Lord Jenkin,
Following your question at the Queen’s Speech Debate in the House of Lords on 24 November 2009, you asked me to respond to you in writing. 
Your question referred to the issues surrounding the reprocessing of spent fuel and the production of MOX. 

My answer is as follows:
· The Government has concluded that any new nuclear power stations that might be built in the UK should proceed on the basis that spent fuel will not be reprocessed and that plans for, and financing of, waste management should proceed on this basis.

· We are not currently expecting any proposals to reprocess spent fuel from new nuclear power stations. Should such proposals come forward in the future, they would need to be considered on their merits at the time and the Government would expect to consult on them.

· We are not considering proposals for a new MOX plant but are considering the medium to long term policy around plutonium management.  The high level options for plutonium management include recycling as MOX fuel and immobilisation and treating as a waste.  Following the publication of the two pre consultation discussion documents, DECC are aiming to publish a consultation on the medium to long term plutonium management early next year.  
I would be happy to discuss any of the above with you. I am copying this letter to the libraries of the House. 
Yours ever, 
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