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More than seven in ten respondents say they would expect to 
share a toilet and washing facilities with members of the same sex 
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toilets and washing facilities are key in determining the 
acceptability of mixed-sex hospital accommodation.��
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Most respondents say that mixed-sex accommodation would be 
acceptable if they are in A&E.���)� ��1������
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concerning privacy and dignity is the attitudes of hospital staff��
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33%

44%

22% Mixed sex

Don’t know/No opinion

Single sex

Q If you had to stay in an NHS hospital over night do you think the 
hospital is most likely to give you a bed in mixed sex or single sex 
accommodation?

Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 
for the booster �
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2

36%

43%

10%
11%

Open ward

Don’t know/No opinion

Small bay of around 4 beds

Q And do you think that you would be in an open ward as shown in 
this photo, a small bay of around 4 beds, as shown in the photo or  
a single room?

Single room

Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 
for the booster �
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58%

43%

40%

33%

21%

18%

17%

13%

13%

10%

8%

4%

Making sure the hospital is clean

Q Which three, if any, of the following would be most 
important for you, for you to feel you were being treated 
with privacy and dignity?

Being kept informed about what is going 
on

Medical staff to explain procedures fully
Being able to discuss personal details 
without other patients hearing

Thoughtful/courteous staff

Decent food

Being in a single sex ward or bay

Making the area around my bed more 
private

Having a Private toilet/washing facilities

Having single sex washing/toilet facilities

Personal control over my environment 
ie being able to close blinds, shut doors 
etc
Improving hospital nightwear/gowns

Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus 
and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 for the booster �
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65%

58%

52%

59%

Male 65+

Female 65+

Male under 65

Female under 65

Q Which three, if any, of the following would be most important for 
you, for you to feel you were being treated with privacy and 
dignity?  

Making sure the hospital is clean?

Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 
for the booster �
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41%

35%

50%

41%

Male 65+

Female 65+

Male under 65

Female under 65

Q Which three, if any, of the following would be most important for 
you, for you to feel you were being treated with privacy and 
dignity?  

Being kept informed about what is going on?

Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 
for the booster �
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13

19%

31%

10%

15%

Male 65+

Female 65+

Male under 65

Female under 65

Q Which three, if any, of the following would be most important for 
you, for you to feel you were being treated with privacy and 
dignity?  

Being in a single sex ward?

Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 
for the booster �
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Q Why do you say you would not find mixed sex hospital 
accommodation acceptable?

65%

37%

37%

9%

5%

5%

4%

Lack of privacy

Lack of dignity

Embarrassment

Safety

Against my culture/
religious beliefs

Family/friends would
be concerned

Partner would feel 
uncomfortable about it

Base: All who would not find mixed sex accommodation acceptable in at least one named scenario (1,531) all adults 
ages 15+.  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and  23rd March – 2nd April 2007 for the booster �
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35%

14%

3%

40%

9%

Open ward
Don’t know/No opinion

Small bay of 
around 4 beds

Q And would you prefer to be in an open ward, a small bay of 
around 4 beds, a single room or do you have no preference either
way?

Single room

No preference either way

Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 
for the booster �
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6

Q If you were staying in mixed sex accommodation in hospital, which 
if any, of the following would be an acceptable way of separating 
you from people of the opposite sex?

34%

27%

25%

15%

8%

5%

A curtain

A fixed full-length solid 
partition

A fixed full-length glass 
partition with a curtain
Being on a single sex 
bay with NO door

Being on a single sex 
bay with a door

None of these
Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 
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Q And what sort of toilet and washing facilities do you think the 
hospital is most likely to give you?  Would you expect these to be 
with members of the same sex or also with members of the 
opposite sex?

71%

14%

15%

The same sex only

Don’t know/No opinion

With members of the 
opposite sex

Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 
for the booster �
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73%

4%

19%
4%

The same sex only

Don’t know/No opinion

With members of the 
opposite sex

Q And which would you prefer, or would you have no preference 
either way?

No preference either way

Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 
for the booster �
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70%

88%

58%

81%

22%

6%

31%

13%

No preference
Same sex only

Q And which would you prefer, or would you have no preference 
either way? [Toilets]

Male 65+

Female 65+

Male under 65

Female under 65

Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 
for the booster �
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3
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8

8

8

8

8

9

5

11 28

33 18

15

% Very
acceptable

% Not very
acceptable

% Not at 
all acceptable

% Fairly
acceptable

% No 
opinion

Net
acceptable

+%

Base: All adults ages 15+ (2000), except * Males only (924), † Females only (1076). Fieldwork 
dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 for the booster 

Q Imagine you are in the following scenarios.  For each 
scenario, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it is that the
hospital puts you in mixed sex accommodation?

You are rushed to A&E in 
SEVERE pain with a suspected 
heart attack +21

You are admitted from A&E for a 
short period of observation 
following a fall, but you are not in 
pain

You are in hospital recovering 
from the removal of a small cyst

You are going to hospital for a 
planned, non-emergency 
operation such as a hernia

You are recovering from a heart 
bypass operation

You are recovering from a 
personal male procedure such 
as a prostate problem*

You are recovering from a 
gynaecological procedure, 
such as a hysterectomy †

+30

+5

-15

-8

-28

-63
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Not very
acceptable

Very 
acceptable 

Not at all
acceptable

Fairly 
acceptable

Q Imagine you are in the following scenarios.  For each scenario, how 
acceptable, if at all, do you think it is that the hospital puts you in 
mixed sex accommodation?

19

30

35

9

>65

31

29

29

5

65+

Female

21

38

20

34

>65

18

21

38

15

65+

Male

Cyst 
recovery

24391424284218271426101516271515

30322223283025221819131620191517

30223633292029344244404234353035

931712831810196262022133024

>6565>6565+>6565+>6565+>665+>6565+>6565+>6565+

FemaleMaleFemaleMaleFemaleMaleFemaleMale

Hernia opHeart bypass 
recoveryA&EHeart attack

Base: All adults aged 15+ (2000).  Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 
for the booster �
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24
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28

62

55

19
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% Not very acceptable % Not at all acceptable

Q Imagine you are in the following scenarios.  For each 
scenario, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it is that the
hospital puts you in mixed sex accommodation?

You are rushed to A&E in 
SEVERE pain with a 
suspected hear attack

You are admitted from 
A&E for a short period of 
observation following a 
fall, but you are not in 
pain

You are in hospital 
recovering from the 
removal of a small cyst

You are going to hospital 
for a planned, non-
emergency operation 
such as a hernia

You are recovering from 
a heart bypass 
operation

You are recovering from a 
gynaecological procedure, 
such as a hysterectomy

Female 65+

Female under 65

Female 65+

Female under 65

Female 65+

Female under 65

Female 65+

Female under 65

Female 65+

Female under 65

Female 65+

Female under 65

Base Females 65+ (390), Females under 65 (686)  all adults ages 15+ . Fieldwork dates: 9th -
15tth March for Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 for the booster �
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Not very
acceptable

Very 
acceptable 

Not at all
acceptable

Fairly 
acceptable

Q Imagine you are in the following scenarios.  For each scenario, how 
acceptable, if at all, do you think it is that the hospital puts you in 
mixed sex accommodation?

55623137

23202725

13132223

41108

>6565+>6565+

FemaleMale

Gynaecological†Male procedure*

Base: * Males only (924), † Females only (1076)  all adults ages 15+. Fieldwork dates: 9th - 15tth March for 
Omnibus and 23rd March – 2nd April 2007 for the booster �
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Approximate sampling tolerances applicable to percentages at or 
near these levels (at the 95% confidence level) 

�
�

10% or 
90% 

±±±± 

30% or 70% 
±±±± 

50% 
±±±± 

Size of sample or sub-group on  
which survey result is based�
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1,690 (All respondents)  1.4 2.2 2.4 
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Differences required for significance at the 95% confidence level  
at or near these percentages 

� 10% or 90% 
±±±±�

30% or 70% 
±±±± 

50% 
±±±± 

Size of sample on which 
survey result is based�
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