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With regard to the recent Questions for Short Debate on Monday 28 October
and the Queen’s Speech debate on Monday 22 October, I would like to
respond to your questions regarding what effect T Levels will have on BTECs,
and what the relationship between the two qualifications will be.

The two most recent reviews on technical and vocational education, the Wolf
Report of 2011 and the Sainsbury Panel’s Report of 2016, found a large
qualification landscape at level 3 and below that can be confusing for both
students and employers. The Sainsbury Panel recommended the introduction
of occupationally-specific courses for 16-19 year olds, now known as T Levels.
T Levels will ensure that young people have the skills and knowledge they
need to enter skilled employment. The involvement of employers in T Level
development will ensure students leave their course with the skills employers
need.

Alongside the introduction of I levels, we are conducting a review of
qualifications at level 3 and below (with the exception of GCSEs, A Levels and
T Levels). Pearson’s BTECs, and other similar qualifications are in scope of
this work.

The aim of the review is to ensure that every single qualification approved for
public funding is necessary and has a distinct purpose, is high quality and
supports progression to positive outcomes, as part of a simplified landscape.
We want there to be clearer and simpler high-quality options for students ready
and able to study at level 3, and for as many young people as possible to
benefit from T Levels, just as many thousands on the academic route already
benefit from A Levels.

In the first-stage consultation, which ran from March to June this year, we set
out an ambition that T Levels and A Levels should become the programmes of



choice for those opting for classroom-based study, as apprenticeships are for
those seeking a work-based option. We proposed to remove funding from
qualifications that overlap with T Levels and A Levels, but we have not made
decisions yet about the range of other qualifications that need to be available at
level 3 and below. We will consider carefully — through our continuing
consultation — how such overlaps will be defined. We recognise that there are
concerns about the removal of qualifications that are well-established, such as
Applied General Qualifications (of which Pearson’s RTECs form part of the
offer).

We plan to launch the second stage of our consultation in Spring 2020, when
we will offer detailed proposals for change. We will continue to work closely
with schools, colleges, higher education institutions, employers, students and
others to understand their views and to consider the full range of evidence
surrounding these qualifications.

I hope this response to your questions has been useful, and I will place a copy
in the house libraries.
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