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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION NUMBER 235357
To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what plans Ofsted has to ensure that descriptors of high-quality education in new inspection handbooks for (a) early years, (b) schools and (c) further education emphasise the importance of pupils developing language and communication skills.
Your recent Parliamentary Question has been passed to me, as Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector, for response. 
Across each of the remits covered by Ofsted’s new proposed Education Inspection Framework (early years providers, maintained schools and academies, non-association independent schools and further education and skills providers) we have recognised the importance of language and communication skills, and we have particularly emphasised the importance of ensuring that children and young people learn to read so that they have access to the rest of the curriculum. This is reflected in the grade descriptors contained within each of our draft inspection handbooks, which are currently out for consultation until 5 April 2019
.  
The statutory Early Years Foundation Stage, under which all children who attend provision for 0-5 year olds specifies clearly the importance of communication, language and literacy. From a very early age, the number of words children know and understand has a direct influence on how well they can participate in society. We know that the best early years settings have a strong focus on reading to children, so that they develop their love of stories, poems and rhymes. It is important that young children hear new vocabulary and have the opportunity themselves to practise new words and phrases. The best schools design their curriculum so that what children learn sets them up well for the rest of their education. Without the ability to read and communicate effectively, pupils cannot access the subjects in the curriculum properly. Literacy is empowering: it gives children independence to explore what interests them. 
For those in further education or undergoing skills training, we recognise the importance of young people and adults using professional and technical language appropriately and well.
I hope you find the information helpful. 

Yours sincerely  
Amanda Spielman
Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector
� � HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/education-inspection-framework-2019-inspecting-the-substance-of-education" �https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/education-inspection-framework-2019-inspecting-the-substance-of-education� 






