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Lord Duncan of Spingbank 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 

Northern Ireland Office 
1 Horse Guards Road 

LONDON 

SW1A 2HQ 

1 June 2018  

Dear Minister 

 

I am pleased to welcome you to your role at the Northern Ireland Office, albeit 
somewhat belatedly. The Electoral Commission has had a positive and constructive 

working relationship with your predecessors and I look forward to continuing this work 

with you. 
 

As you will know, the Electoral Commission is the independent body set up by the UK 

Parliament to regulate political finance and oversee elections. 
 

In March this year, following the introduction of the Transparency of Donations and 

Loans etc. (Northern Ireland Political Parties) Order 2018 we published the first set of 
political donation data for parties registered in Northern Ireland, for donation and loans 

from 1 July 2017. I am grateful to ministers and officials at the Northern Ireland Office 

for their work in bringing forward this legislation. I am sure that you will agree that the 
transparency brought about by this Order can only help to increase confidence in the 

democratic process.  

 
When introduced, however, the Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 

included provision that would allow the Electoral Commission to publish information on 

donations and loans received by political parties in Northern Ireland since January 2014 
at some point in the future. Indeed, at that time we advised all registered political parties 

to make their donors aware that their names may be published if they made a 

reportable donation to the party.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to further increase public confidence, we continue to be of the view that the 

Secretary of State should lay a further Order to allow us to publish the data we hold 

from January 2014 to June 2017.   
As well as our role in political finance regulation, we continue to work closely with the 

Chief Electoral Officer for Northern Ireland in her role of managing the electoral register 

and delivering electoral events. It is particularly pleasing to note that plans are in place 
to ensure that voters in Northern Ireland will be able to use the online registration portal 

from 18 June.   

 
As highlighted in our recent reports, many improvements have been made in the 

delivery of electoral services in Northern Ireland but we continue to make 

recommendations for further changes, such as exploring the potential for the 
introduction of automatic registration. This could help deliver more accurate and 

complete electoral registers more efficiently than current processes. 

 
I would welcome an opportunity to meet with you to discuss the issues raised in this 

letter and other areas that may be of interest to you. The Commission’s Belfast office is 

happy to liaise with your officials to make such arrangements. I look forward to 
discussing these issues with you. 

 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Anna Carragher  

Electoral Commissioner - Northern Ireland 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


