
 

 

  

Defence (if fake ID 

used) that seller took all 

reasonable precautions 

and exercised all due 

diligence 

Shop – over the 

counter sale 

UK remote seller 

Overseas seller  

Age verification at point of purchase 

– purchaser over 18 

Entered into agreement with overseas 

seller which included delivery of corrosive 

products or bladed articles 

UK delivery company 

 

No Yes 

Delivered to 

a person 

under 18  

Offence committed 

by delivery company 
No offence committed 

Package dispatched by seller clearly 

marked contains corrosive or bladed 

article and not to be delivered to 

under 18 

Seller can demonstrate took all 

reasonable precautions and 

exercised all due diligence to ensure 

when finally delivered not delivered 

to under 18 

No Yes 

Is delivery of a bladed product or 

corrosive product to residential 

premises/locker solely covered by 

one of the defences or exemptions 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Defence available if 

charged with offence 

of selling to under 18 

Under 18 attempts to 

buy corrosive 

product/bladed article  

Sale 

refused 
Product is 

sold to 

under 18 

No checks undertaken 

- offence committed 

Can deliver to 

residential premises 
Cannot deliver and needs to be collected 
or sent to an alternative address 

Age verification 

checks undertaken 

No age verification 

checks undertaken 

or fake ID used 

Note:  This diagram does not cover prohibited weapons (e.g. 

those covered by section 1 Restriction of Offensive Weapons 

Act 1959, section 141 Criminal Justice Act 1988) and exempted 

items (encased razor blades, folding pocket knife)  

Figure showing domestic and overseas sales and delivery of corrosive and bladed articles  

Retailer took all 

reasonable precautions 

and exercised all due 

diligence – sale to 

under 18 prevented  

Defence not available if 

charged with offence of 

selling to under 18 

Definitions: Bladed Product is an article which is/has a blade 
and capable of causing a serious injury to a person which 
involves cutting that person’s skin; Bladed Article is any 
article which has a blade or is sharply pointed, except a 
folding pocket knife with a cutting edge of 3 inches or less   

Delivery  

Sale 


