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Thank you once again for your active engagement in the debate during the second reading
of the Trade Bill, and your keen interest in the Government's work on securing continuity of
EU free trade agreements as we leave the EU. As promised in the debate, I am writing to
you to give further details on the matter you raised, notably on our progress towards
achieving continuity before our exit from the EU.

As stated in the debate, I confirm that the Government is working with partner countries
worldwide to put arrangements in place to ensure continuity for the effects of EU free trade
agreements ahead of our exit from the EU on 29 March 2019. At the March European
Council, we agreed with the EU that the UK is to be treated as a Member State for the
purposes of international agreements for the duration of the implementation period. The
EU will notify the other parties of this approach. After this notification, partner countries will
be able to confirm their clear agreement to the continued application of international
agreements.

ln advance of the notification being issued, a number of countries have already made
public statements welcoming this approach. I enclose a list in the annex of this letter.
However, some are understandably waiting for the notification to be issued before they
respond. We are working closely with all our trading partners to ensure that they know
what to expect and there will be no disruption to trade as we move into the implementation
period. ln addition, we are taking fonryard discussions with partner countries to put in place
successor agreements to take effect after the implementation period.

However, as a pragmatic Government, we are planning for all eventualities. ln the event of
a 'no-deal' Brexit with no transitional arrangements, the Government will seek to bring into
force bilateral agreements with partner countries from exit day, rather than following the
lmplementation Period. We are working with our trading partners towards rolling over
these agreements with a March 2019 deadline in mind. Ministers and officials are
engaging with partner countries to complete this work.

As you noted in the debate, last month, the Government signed a joint statement
confirming that a UK-Southern African Economic Partnership Agreement will be ready to
enter into force as soon as the EU deal no longer applies to the UK. However, as I said in
the House, the timing is tight and whether we reach a final agreement will depend on
ongoing discussions with our trading partners and other factors beyond our control, such
as timings for ratification in partner countries.



As I stated in the House, it is not the Government's intention to leave without an
agreement with the EU, which would include an implementation period. But we are
currently working for all eventualities and aim to transition these agreements for the end
state, whether that is in March 2019 or after the proposed implementation period.

Please find enclosed a list of countries which have made public statements of support for
continuity of trade-related agreements.

I hope you find this helpful. I am copying this letter to Lord Stevenson of Balmacara, and a
copy of this letter will be placed in the libraries of both houses.

ess Fairhead

Minister of State for Trade and Export Promotion

Department for lnternational Trade
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Annex

List of countries which have made public statements of support for continuity. Please note
that this list includes countries with whom we have trade-related international agreements,
but not free trade agreements (e.9. New Zealand)

Country URL of statement

Australia https ://www.qov. uk/governmenlnews/pm-meetino-with-
prime-minister-turnbull-2'l -april-201 B

Brazil https ://www.oov. u k/qovern ment/publ ications/uk-brazil-3rd-
econom ic-and-financial-d ialooue-pol icv-outcomes

Canada https ://www. qov. u k/govern m enVnews/pm -m eeti n g-with-
canadian-prime-m inister-1 B-april-201 8

Chile h tt ps : //www. q ov. u k/gove rn m e nVn ews/u k-c h i I e-j o i n t-
statementsantiaqo-23-mav-20 1 I

Egvpt https ://www. oov. u k/govern m enUnews/u k-and-eqvpt-
welcome-proqress-on{rade{al ks

Eastern and Southern Africa EPA
states (Zimbabwe, Madagascar,
Mauritius, and Seychelles)

https :/iwww.oov. u k/qovern ment/news/ioint-statem ent-on-
trade-between-uk-and-the-esa-states

lceland https ://www.stiornarrad id. is/efst-a-bauqi/frettir/stok-
frett/20 I B/04/20iUtanrikisrad herra-raedd i-Brexit-vid-Davis/

lsrael https;//www. gov. uk/oovern menUnews/ioint-statem ent-bv-
m inister-burþand-deputv-m in ister-hotovelv

Liechtenstein http ://www. req ieru nq. I i/en/press-
releases/1 9941 6/?typ=content&nid=1 1 1 64

Morocco http://www. maroc. m a/en/news/london-moroccan-
agriculture-m inister-holds{al ks-u k-counterpart

New Zealand httos ://www.qov. u k/qovernmenVnews/pm-meetino-with-
new-zealand-prime-m inister-1 B-april-201 B

Norway https ://www.ft.com/content/73b0534c-3bf3-1 1 e8-b7e0-
52972418fec4

Panama https ://www.qov. u k/oovern menUnews/pm-bilateral-m eetinq-
with-pres ident-varela-l 4-mav-20 1 B

Peru https ://www.qov. uk/govern menUnews/uk-and-peru-
welcom e-proqress-on-ioint-trade

Singapore https://www.qov. u k/qovern menVnews/om-meetinq-with-
prime-minister-lee-hsien-loonq-1 9-april-20 1 I

South Africa https ://www. qov. u k/qovern m enVnews/u k-and-south-af rica-
welcome-prooress-on-trade-relationsh ip

Southern African Customs Union
(SADC EPA states: Botswana,
Lesotho, Namibia, Mozambique, South
Africa and Swaziland)

httos ://www. gov. uk/qovern m enVnews/uk-and-south-africa-
welcom e-proqress-on{rade-relationsh ip

Switzerland https ://www.eda.adm i n.ch/dea/en/home/aktuell/m ed ienm itte
ilu nqen. htm l/contenVdea/en/m eta/news/2O 1 8/4/25170536

Ukraine https ://www.qov. uk/qovern m enVnews/u k-and-u kraine-
welcom e-progress-on{rade-relationship


