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_"-'.::_"Dear FranCIs S

B wnte to send my’ thanks for your contnbutlon durlng oommlttee stage of the
Financial Guidance on 19 July. During the debate, you asked me to write -
' regarding the government’s work to help care leavers gain the skills they need to
manage their finances. | am sorry that there was not further opportunity to
- discuss this point in the Chamber and would like to take this cpportunlty to - -
. 'respond to your contribution in a Irttle more detall ' S

5 The Government abso]utely recognlses the mportance of care Ieavers berng wel[ .
~prepared to deal with the challenges of. ilvrng mdependently ata youngage, .
** which will include havmg good budgetrng skills. Care leavers have to be more - i
- independent and resilient than young people who live with their parents and, as
- you will be aware, it is a requrrement that local authorities should provide care
~leavers with support on managing their finances. Fach youngperson hasa
. pathway plan that sets out what support will be provrded in order for the young
. person to make a successful transition to 1ndepenctence :nciudlng hetp to -
. 'deveiop ‘the practrcal and other skr!is necessary for mdependent Ilvmg

_";Seotlon 2 of the Chlldren & Soceal Work Act to which you referred durlng the RS

. debate, requires local authorities to consult on and publish its ‘local offer’ to care_ ST
- leavers. This will set out both care leavers’ Iega[ entilementsaswellasother -~~~ =~
L .'_:dlscret[onary support that the Ioca[ authorrty provrdes to. care Ieavers mcludmg'”

f-ztn 201 6 the government rssued a care leavers strategy Keep on Carrng ‘whrch
i3 now; belng |mplemented Aswell as the’ requrrement to .consult on and pubtzsh 2
- alocal offer, we have also introduced a requirement on local authorities to '

"_'prowde suppor‘t from a Personal Advrser to_al! care ieavers to age 25.1can




| _;:-'Ad\nser includes an assessment of whether the current knowledge and skills
s ::framework for the role adequately reflects the tmportance of Personal Advusers i RO
L '5 helplng care leavers to develop the fmancral capab:hty they need -to_manage thelr'

___:Thank you again for- ralsmg th:s mportant point. durmg the debate on. the Blll I i
- hope that this letter prowdes reassurance about the. lmpor’sance we place on care'-
'-'_'-5leavers and the issues. you: raised. | am also. -copying this letter to the noble -
- Viscount Brookeborough and 0. the noble Lords; Lord McKenzie, Baroness
4 oKramer, and Lord: Sharkey glven thelr contnbutions on this topic: dunng the
. -:_debate 1 w;il also make sure a copy 1s placed zn the House llbrary b
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