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Dear Yvette 
 
PUBLICATION OF THE 2017 CROSS-GOVERNMENT DRUG STRATEGY 
 
I am writing to inform you of our plans to publish the 2017 Drug Strategy on 14 July 
2017. The strategy, which I attach to this letter, is under strict embargo until 00:01 
on 14 July.  
 
The 2017 Drug Strategy builds on the 2010 approach, and the evidence set out in the 
Modern Crime Prevention Strategy, but recognises the need to go further to address the 
complex and evolving challenges that continue to emerge from drug misuse.  These 
challenges include changing drugs markets, changing patterns of use and an ageing and 

more ill group of people needing support to recover.  
 
To inform the development of the 2017 Strategy we have undertaken extensive, targeted 
consultation with a range of key partners including practitioners and commissioners, 
academics, service users and other Government Departments.  We have also engaged 
with our independent experts, the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (ACMD).  
 
The 2017 Strategy takes a smarter, partnership-based approach to support wider cross-
Government ambitions to reduce crime, improve life chances, promote better health, tackle 
homelessness and protect the most vulnerable in our society .  It sets out key actions 
covering the wide range of partners critical to successfully tackling drug misuse, including 
those in education, health, safeguarding, criminal justice, housing and employment.   
 
 
 



It sets out the Government’s expectations and the action we will take nationally to support 
local partners work to: 
 
 collectively protect individuals, particularly young people, by preventing the onset and 

escalation of drug use;  

 target criminals seeking to profit from others’ misery, and restrict the availability of 
drugs; and, 

 offer individuals with a drug dependence problem the best chance of  recovery. 

Key new proposals in the Strategy include:  

 The inclusion of a fourth strand on global action to reflect our leading role in shaping 
international action and enhance our balanced approach (in addition to our continuing 
work to reduce demand, restrict supply and build recovery).  

 Providing data on the frequency and type of drug use and using recovery data to 
segment the treatment population to better personalise support and recovery ambitions.  
This includes reporting on those sustaining freedom from their dependence at both six 
and 12 months. 

 A broader set of jointly-owned outcome measures to capture the wide range of social 
and health harms and costs that drugs cause, and to drive action across treatment 
providers, local authorities, health, employment, housing and criminal justice partners.  
The development of this work will continue with key departments following publication of 
the Strategy.  

 Stronger governance for delivering the Strategy, including a new Home Secretary-
chaired Board.  This will oversee delivery of the entire Strategy and hold partners to 
account.  It will be complemented by the new outcome measures and have a greater 
focus on transparency of local data and spend. 

 The introduction of a national recovery champion acting as a Ministerial envoy, visiting 
different communities and providers and supporting collaboration in key areas such as 
mental health, housing and employment.  

 
We recognise there is further to go in tackling the significant harms that drugs cause and 
we will continue to keep our approach under review in order to respond to emerging 
challenges. 
 

I am keen that we continue to work with Parliamentarians and your Committee to 

implement the measures in the strategy and protect people from the devastating effects of 

misuse of drugs. 

 

I will place a copy of the strategy in the House Library.  

 
 

                                                  
Rt. Hon Amber Rudd MP 

  
 


