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First, let me thank you for the considered contributions you made to the debates

during the first day of Report stage of the Children and Social Work Bill. We
discussed a range of important issues and | am grateful for your input.

During the debate | committed to write to you to set out in more detail the outcomes
of vulnerable children that local authorities report on to the Department for
Education.

The specific question you asked was whether the existing legislation lists the
outcomes that were included in amendment 35. Section 83 of The Children Act 1989
places a duty on local authorities to report on any of their children’s social care
functions that the Secretary of State requests and this includes the outcomes of
vulnerable children. This provides the flexibility to request information that is most
useful to government when developing policy. It also avoids setting out in law a
prescriptive list of data returns that may quickly become unnecessary or out of date
and are then difficult to amend.

| am pleased to tell you that we report already on many of the outcomes listed in
your amendment. The table in annex 2, maps the headings under amendment 35 to
the outcomes we already report on.

The attached annexes provide detailed information on:
1. The current legislative framework for reporting outcomes
2. The outcomes that are currently reported on for vulnerable children
3. Future work to improve the data we have on outcomes for vulnerable children

| hope that this answers your questions and reassures you that we take very

seriously the need to report on the outcomes that vulnerable children achieve in
order to develop evidence based policy and drive improvement in local services.

%w

LORD NASH



ANNEX 1

Current legislative framework

Section 83, subsection 3

Every local authority shall, at such times and in such form as the Secretary of State
may direct, transmit to him such particulars as he may require with respect to—

(a) the performance by the local authority of all or any of their functions—
(1) under the enactments mentioned in subsection (9); or
(i) in connection with the accommodation of children in a [F2care
home or independent hospital]; and

(b) the children in relation to whom the authority have exercised those
functions.[F4; and

(c) the performance by the Local Safeguarding Children Board established by
them under the Children Act 2004 of all or any of its functions.]

Section 83, subsection 9:

The enactments are—

(a) this Act;

(b) the Children and Young Persons Acts 1933 to 1969;

(c) section 116 of the M1Mental Health Act 1983 (so far as it relates to children
looked after by local authorities);

[F7(ca) Part 1 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002;

(cb) the Children Act 2004,

(cc) the Children and Young Persons Act 2008.



ANNEX 2

QOutcomes currently reported

For children looked afier:

Missing or away from placement without authorisation

For children looked after continuously for at least 12 months:

Child substance misuse
Child offered intervention for substance misuse problem but refused it
Child received intervention for substance misuse problem

For children aged 10 to 17, whether they have been convicted or subject to a
youth caution

For children aged 5 or under, whether their development assessments were
up to date

Annual health assessment up to date

For children aged 5-16 (inclusive), Strength and Difficulties Questionnaire
(SDQ) score

Attainment at key stage 1, and attainment at key stages 2 and 4 broken down
by category of SEN

Information on SEN

School absence and exclusions data

For care leavers:

Activity at age 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 (includes Not in Education, Employment
or Training (NEET), attendance at higher or further education, and training or
employment)

Accommodation at age 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 (includes Staying Put) and
whether this is deemed suitable accommodation

Information on whether the local authority is in touch with their care leavers

For children in need aged 5 to 16:

Prevalence of SEN/D and free school meals
Attainment at key stages 2 and 4, and progression between these key stages
School absence and exclusion rates



JBPISU0D 3SIN0J JO [IIM S 'SI9AE3| 81ed 104 | UOIepOWIL0dDY
‘juswiAo|dwa buunp pswea
Aejes pue JuswAojdwa
J0 spouad Jo sejep uo
uoneuuoyjur jayieb o} ajqe aq (uawAhodwsa Jo Buiuresy pue
pue (037) Apnis sewoonQ | ‘uoiyeanpa Jayunj Jo Jaybiy je souepusye ‘(1 33N) Buiurel] 10 uswhojdwg
|euoiieanpg eulpnyibuo | ‘uoyeonp3 ul joN sepnpul) LZ pue 02 ‘6L ‘gL ‘/IL ebe je Ayanoy -
3U} WL Jyouaq |IIm A :SI9AB9)| 818D 104 juawAoljdwg
i ~ s3)el UQISN|joXa pue soussqe |ooyos -
sabe)s
Aay asay) usamiaq uoisseiboid pue ‘p pue g sabejs Aoy je juswueyy -
:p@au ul uaipjiyo 104
(yuswAojdws Jo Bujupel; pue
‘uoljeonpa Jayuny 1o taybiy je aouepusye ‘(] 33N) Buiures) 1o uswAhojdwg
"suonnmsul 34 pue 34 | ‘uolleonpg Ul JoN sapnjoul) g pue Oz ‘6L ‘gl ‘Ll 8be e Ayapy -
Je asuepUSliE pue ‘juswuele :S19ABS} 218D 104
|aA8| v 18yjeb o} o|ge aq BJEDP SUOISN|OX2 pUB 8oUasge |ooYdS -
pue (037) Apnig sawoan) N3S jo Aobsjes Aq umop
[euoljeonp3 [euipnibuo | uaxoiq ¥ pue ¢ sabejs Aay Je uswuepe pue ‘| abejs Asy je Juswueny - Buiuren

By} Woij Njauaq |Im oM

:UB4P|IYD Jale PSY00) 104

"Sawoono Bulegiam

Jo / pue yjeay |ejuswi
ainseauwl }saq 0} MOy 10}08s
ay} yum Buuojdxe ate app

puE uoneonpg

N3S uo uoneuLoju| -
paau ul ualp|iyo 104
N3S uo uoneuLo| -
ajep o} dn Juswssasse yjjeay jenuuy -
ajep o} dn aiam
sjuswssasse juswdojaaep J18y} Jaylaym ‘ispun Jo g pabe uaippyo 104 -
8109s (DAS)
alieuuonseny) sanoiyiq pue yibuainsg ‘(snisnjoul) 91-g pabe ualpiiyo 104 -
:usJp|iyo leye paxoo] Jo4

Buieg-jjem
[euocljows pue
Yyesy |ejusw
‘yireay [eaisAud

sue|d sining

paliodal sawoonQ

GE Juawpuawe
Japun sbuipeay




"sjjausq

uo dMa yim pue roy

Lim Bjep ojew 0} sjqe aq
pue (037) ApniS sewodinQ
|euoeanp3 [euipnjibuon
By} WoJ} Jijsusq (im apA

‘PAINPOJIUI S|}l UBYM BS0|D)
Buihels uo podal am mol

SI19AE3| 22 118y} YIm yono} Ul si Ajioyine [eo0] ay} 18yiaym Uo UoieuLoju}

uolned YynoA e

0} 108(qns J0 pPajoIAuGD uaaq aAeY Asy) Jayiaym ‘/| 0} 0| pabe ualp|iyo Jo4
wa)jgoud asnsiw SoUBISYNS 10§ UONKUBAIBIUI PBAIB2B) PIYD

) pasnyal Inq wajqoid asnsiw SoUBISGNS 10} UOUBAIB)UI PBIBKJO PIIYD
asnsiW aoueisqns puyod

.S1oAeg| aled Jo4

:UBJpJIYo Jaye payoo| o4

Aaoos
ur uolrediojued

Uoljepowwodoe 8|qelns pawaap si siY} jayjaym

pue (ind Buikelg sepnjour) |g pue Og ‘61 ‘gl ‘21 abe je uolepOWWOoddY




ANNEX 3

Future work to improve data

We are looking at how we can use data collected by other departments or agencies
to build a fuller understanding of the outcomes achieved by care leavers. We are
identifying opportunities across government to pull together different data collections
to understand trends in the experiences and outcomes of care leavers to enable us
to target resources effectively. We are already working with HMRC, DWP and MoJ.

In addition, the Longitudinal Education Outcomes Study (LEQ) will bring together
information on education, labour market, and benefits into a single linked database.
The eventual coverage will be up until the age of 30 and we will be able to identify
care leavers within this database. The provision dataset is/will be available XXXXX.
Some of the data items included in the LEO are:
- Education: attainment by subject at GCSE and A level, FE and HE
qualifications, school and FE or HE institutions attended
- Benefits: dates of benefit receipt, type of benefit received, characteristics at
time of claim
- Employment: dates of periods of employment, salary earned during
employment.

We are also considering how to make better use of the rich data already collected on
children in care and care leavers, including looking at the development of an outcomes
framework consisting of the most useful indicators of success, to enable better local
authority decision-making. We have already had some discussions with sector
organisations about the kinds of outcomes and indicators we should be thinking
about, particularly around mental health.



