UNCLASSIFIED
UNCLASSIFIED
OFFICIAL

	[image: image1.png]XK
AN

Cabinet Office




	
	


Government Grants Minimum Standards
Managing Public Money: departments’ primary concern when administering grants is to have due regard to the guidance set out in Managing Public Money; nothing in this document is intended to contradict or override that guidance.

These standards are not intended to be an additional spending control; departments retain accountability for decisions on all grant expenditure. 
Important note on scope:

These minimum standards apply only to general grants made by departments and their Arm’s Length Bodies (ALBs) using Exchequer funding.

They do not apply to formula grants or Grant-in-Aid.  The term ‘general grants’ is broadly defined below, to assist identification:

General Grants: grants made by departments or their grant making ALBs to outside bodies to reimburse expenditure on agreed items or functions, and often paid only on statutory conditions.  These are the grants, which are most closely related in administration to contract procurement.
Standard 9: annual reviews

All government grants will be reviewed annually at a minimum with a focus on financial reconciliation, taking into account delivery across the period, resulting in a decision to continue, discontinue or amend funding.
The expectation under this grant is that as a minimum, a financial reconciliation will be undertaken towards the end of each financial year, which also takes into account delivery against pre-set key performance indicators (KPIs)/ milestones/ outputs and which results in a recommendation in line with at least one of the following:
· continue in line with existing plans;

· increase or decrease funding for the subsequent financial year;

· re-define and agree outputs;
· recover surplus funding;

· terminate the grant.

Senior Responsible Owner (SRO) responsibilities

The SRO role will be to ensure that the review is undertaken with sufficient rigour to ensure that taxpayers’ money is protected, in line with guidance in Managing Public Money.  See guidance for standard 1 for further information on the role of the SRO.
New Grants Advice Panel (NGAP)
The NGAP is available to participate in reviews, by exception, on request – see guidance for standard 3.
Government Grants Information System (GGIS)
The results of the review should be recorded on the GGIS, which can be accessed here:
https://grantshub.civilservice.gov.uk/DataSolutionLogin 
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