24

Department
for Transport

Baroness Scott of Needham Market
House of Lords

London

SW1A OPW

\ QW ey ‘X C/O\[l\

From the Parliamentary
Under Secretary of State
The Lord (Tariq) Ahmad of Wimbledon

Great Minster House
33 Horseferry Road
London

SW1P 4DR

Tel: 0300 330 3000
E-Mail: lord.ahmad@dft.gsi.gov.uk

Web site: www.gov.uk/dft

=4 1 20

BUS SERVICES BILL - PUBLIC SERVICES (SOCIAL VALUE) ACT 2012

| would like to thank you for taking part in the debate on the Bus Services Bill
at its committee stage on 29" June. You raised a specific point in relation to
the Public Services (Social Value) Act 2012, querying whether references can
be made in the guidance that will be produced to compliment the Bus

Services Bill.

My understanding is that the Public Services (Social Value) Act 2012 requires
authorities who commission certain public services to think about matters
relating to securing wider social, economic and environmental benefits in the

context of procurement.

| agree that it would be useful to use the gu

idance that will accompany the

Bus Services Bill to refer to the duty that the Public Services (Social Value)
2012 places on authorities in certain circumstance and to give some guidance
on the approach to be taken in relation to procurement activities not covered

by the Act. | will set work in hand within

to achieve this.

the Department to consider how best

| am copying this letter to opposition front bench colleagues in the House.

| have placed a copy of this letter in the Libraries of both Houses
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