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INDEPENDENT MEDAL REVIEW

POSSIBLE RETROSPECTIVE MEDALLIC RECOGNITION 

FOR SERVICE IN CYPRUS

15th JULY TO 16TH AUGUST 1974

Signed 
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Brigadier (Retd) B.A.H. Parritt CBE

Date: 11 December  2013
AIM

The aim of this paper is to recommend whether those who served in Cyprus between 15th July and 16th August 1974 should be awarded the Campaign Service Medal 1962 with a new clasp CYPRUS 1974.

BACKGROUND

On the 15th July 1974 the Junta Government in Athens authorised the Greek Cypriot National Guard to launch a coup and depose President Makarios.  Their aim was to install as President Mr Nicos Sampson, who advocated “ENOSIS” - the union of Cyprus with Greece.  President Makarios managed to avoid arrest and was flown out of Cyprus courtesy of the British Government. The Turkish Government, strongly opposed to “ENOSIS”, and fearing that the new regime in Cyprus was a threat to the Turkish Cypriot population, invaded Cyprus on 20th July 1974. They claimed that they had a right to do this under the Tripartite Treaty of Guarantee, which gave Britain, Greece and Turkey the right to intervene in Cyprus in order to guarantee its independence. 

Since March 1964 the United Nations had assumed responsibility for peacekeeping in Cyprus through a multinational UN force, UNFYCYP, tasked to prevent acts of violence between the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot Communities. On 22nd July, three days after the invasion, the UN managed to arrange a ceasefire, by which time Turkish troops held 3% of the territory of Cyprus and five thousand Greek Cypriots had fled their homes. Unlike in 1963/64, the British Government decided not to commit forces outside the SBAs but to rely on negotiations with Greece and Turkey, through the United Nations, to resolve the crisis.

On 23rd July the Junta in Athens collapsed and was replaced by a democratic Government. However, in spite of intense international negotiations, a second Turkish invasion was launched on 14 August, resulting in the capture of 40% of the Island.  On the 16th August a ceasefire line was agreed, which became the “Green Line”, and effectively a United Nations buffer zone. 

BRITISH INVOLVEMENT 

Throughout the period from 15th July to 16th August 1974 there were clashes between Turkish and Greek forces. Fierce firefights erupted around the SBAs and in particular RAF Nicosia. However, although there were many verbal confrontations between Turkish and Greek units and British servicemen, there were no deliberate acts of violence against the British. 

At that time there were a total of 18,500 British military dependents living in Cyprus, including 11,783 living outside the Sovereign Base Areas (SBAs).  The priority of the British Commander Near East Forces was to protect these military dependents. As the fighting grew in intensity, he made the decision to move them, plus other local British residents and friendly nationals, totalling 23,000 people in all, into the SBAs. This included 4,500 from Nicosia and 1,500 by ship from Kyrinia.  The movement of these refugees, their accommodation, feeding, processing and protection, was a remarkable logistic success and those involved were subsequently awarded decorations for their efforts. 

ROLE OF THE UN FORCES (UNFYCYP)

Unlike the situation in December 1963 to March 1964, when British forces left the SBAs and undertook a peacekeeping role which required skill, bravery and tact when intervening between militant Greek and Turkish forces, in 1974 this role was undertaken by UNFYCYP.

In the 1974 confrontation both the Greek and Turkish Governments made strenuous efforts to supervise their forces and not to allow hostile action to take place between their forces and the British. In many cases Greek and Turkish forces gave support and protection to the evacuation of the refugees. There was some risk of casualties but in fact none occurred.

CONCLUSION

The role of the British forces in Cyprus in the period after the invasion of the Turkish Army on 15th July 1974, until the UN negotiated a Cease Fire on 16th August, was to protect the SBAs and to ensure the safety of British citizens. Unlike 1963 they were not required to leave the SBAs in order to carry out a peacekeeping role.  

To fulfil this protective role required great skill and determination, together with the implementation of a comprehensive administrative plan at extremely short notice, but it did not require force of arms.   The traditional requirements of “Risk and Rigour” for the award of medallic recognition were not present. 

It is relevant that, in a subsequent report, Brigadier F.R. Henn, who was Chief of Staff of the United Nations Force in Cyprus and Commander of the British Contingent (BRITCON), stated the following:

“Recommendations for Honours and Awards were dealt with in a manner of profound regret to me. In spite of personal representations made by me direct to the Chief of Staff (General Sir Peter Hunt), the Army Department (Military Secretary’s Branch) refused to seek consent for a separate Operational List of awards for members of BRITCON, but insisted that all citations be submitted through Commander British Forces Near East for inclusion in a single British Forces Near East list, notwithstanding that BRITCON was not part of the latter’s command (even in disciplinary matters) and he would have no close knowledge of the situation faced by members of BRITCON or the conditions under which they were living and operating. Few members of British Forces Near East experienced the hardships and dangers faced by UNFYCYP as it stood between two combatants in a war situation.”

RECOMMENDATION

10. It is my view that the award of a new clasp CYPRUS 1974 to the Campaign Service Medal 1962 does not meet any of the criteria for reconsideration set out in Sir John Holmes’s review of 2012, and therefore cannot be supported.

PAGE  
1

