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The UK is part of a 46-nation coalition to prevent international terrorists, including Al Qaeda, from again using Afghanistan as a base from which to operate, threatening our security and that of the region.  

The Government has committed itself to keeping Parliament informed about developments in Afghanistan on a monthly basis.  This report covers progress in June 2014.  It reflects the combined assessment of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, the Ministry of Defence and the Department for International Development. 

The Rt Hon. Philip Hammond MP

Secretary of State for Foreign & Commonwealth Affairs

Overview
The second round of the Presidential election took place on 14 June. The Independent Election Commission estimated turnout was over seven million based on votes cast. Both candidates alleged widespread fraud; the IEC Chief Electoral Officer resigned following the release of an audio tape by the Abdullah campaign, allegedly of him discussing how to commit fraud. Abdullah rejected IEC proposals to audit the vote and withdrew from the process. Anti-Money laundering and Counter-Terrorism Finance legislation was passed by Parliament.  The Taleban launched a major offensive in Northern Helmand. After capturing some isolated check points and inflicting heavy casualties on the security forces, ANSF reinforcements stabilised the situation and retook much of the ground lost to the insurgents. NATO Foreign Ministers endorsed the Operational Plan for the NATO Resolute Support mission, and most countries re-affirmed their commitments from the 2012 Chicago Conference.
Strengthening the Afghan State 

Political 
Initial reports of the second round of the Presidential Election on 14 June appeared to show it was broadly as successful as the first round of the election in April. Turnout estimates from the Independent Election Commission (IEC) after the polls closed suggested over seven million votes were cast, with female voters making up around 38% of those. There were a number of security incidents throughout the day but once again there were no serious, high profile attacks in urban areas. Both candidates were quick to allege widespread fraud. 
After a series of allegations were made by presidential candidate Abdullah Abdullah against the Chief Electoral Officer Zia ul-Haq Amarkhil, and the release of a tape which purported to be a recording of him discussing how to carry out fraud, Amarkhil resigned on 23 June to protect the integrity of the election. His deputy, Jawed Habibi and the Chairman of the IEC, Yousef Nuristani, divided his responsibilities between themselves. Both candidates welcomed Amarkhil’s decision to step down, but Abdullah maintained that the IEC was compromised and that leaks from the organisation were demonstrating that levels of fraud were high in the second round. On 24 June, Abdullah’s team rejected a proposal from Chairman Nuristani to revise the audit procedures used to examine suspicious ballots to focus on the provinces that they considered suspect, claiming it was not thorough enough. Abdullah’s supporters held a rally in Kabul on 27 June attended by 27,000 people to protest against the way in which the authorities were looking to address fraud, and announced that they would no longer cooperate with the electoral process in a series of press conferences. 
To address concerns regarding the credibility of the ballot audit process, the IEC began to implement revised criteria to target ballot boxes containing 599 or more ballots (each box is supposed to contain a maximum of 600 votes). This will allow for almost 1.2million votes to be re-examined from across 30 provinces. This additional level of scrutiny led to the IEC announcing its decision to delay the release of preliminary results from 2 July to 7 July. 
In the Provincial Council elections, the Independent Electoral Complaints Commission announced it had completed investigations into 2558 complaints. 2160 were rejected due to a lack of evidence, 59 led to results being invalidated, 43 complaints received advice in response, 28 resulted in penalties, nine received warnings, six led to staff being dismissed and two were referred to the judicial authorities.  
Also in June, the Afghan Parliament passed a series of important pieces of financial legislation. The Anti-Money Laundering Law was signed into law by President Karzai at the end of the month, and the Combating Terrorist Financing Law was passed by parliament at the end of June but not signed into law in early July. 
The Lower House of Parliament passed the Access to Information law on 30 June which will allow Afghan citizens the right to access government information. The law would be a significant step forward in support of Freedom of Information and in helping improve government accountability and transparency.  The draft law now requires approval from the Upper House of Parliament and then the President’s signature before it can come in to effect.  

On 24-25 June NATO Foreign Ministers met with non-NATO ISAF contributing nations in Brussels. They discussed sustainment of the Afghan National Security Forces, elections and the work still to be done to launch the Resolute Support Mission. 
Economic and Social Development
On 9 May 2014, heavy rains washed away a 200-metre section of Highway 1 in the Tangi Tashqurghan gorge, severing the main artery from Afghanistan’s northern provinces to the capital Kabul. The Ministry of Public Works (MoPW), immediately sent teams to the site and opted for a quick, locally managed repair. A Technical expert from a DFID-funded road rehabilitation and maintenance project supported the emergency works effort by providing on-site advice and by coordinating activities between the MoPW and International Security Assistance Forces. As a result of this cooperative effort, the road was reopened to public traffic on 20 May. 

The UK supports the Comprehensive Agriculture and Rural Development Facility (CARD-F), which seeks to increase legal rural employment and income opportunities. It also aims to reduce the risk of resurgence in poppy cultivation by creating sustainable alternatives for farmers. In June, CARD-F helped over one thousand high-value crops farmers to better manage their farms and increase quality of their produce. CARD-F has started the process of constructing 55 new greenhouses and 31 new storage facilities in Badakhshan and Nangarhar to improve the profitability of yields. In Nangarhar, CARD-F also completed the construction of a hatchery that produces 1.9 million chicks per year. 
Rule of Law and Counter Narcotics
As part of its intention to create a more responsive police force, the Ministry of Interior held its first Provincial Consultative Council in Parwan Province on June 9. The meeting gave community representatives the chance to tell the police chief their priorities for security in the province and express any concerns about police behaviour. The meeting included women’s rights activists, tribal elders, university and student representatives, religious figures and media representatives. Feedback from the community will help the police to provide a better service to all citizens, both male and female, and improve the community's trust in the police.

On 8 June, the Afghan Ministry of Counternarcotics hosted a Regional and International CN Cooperation Conference to formally launch the ‘integrated regional and international policy’. This outlines the plans to develop a strategy for counternarcotics considering both supply and demand issues and supports the Afghan National Drug Control Strategy. The policy is planned to bring unity of efforts across all of the Afghan Government agencies involved in countering opium production, trade and cross border drug trafficking, as well as creating effective coordination mechanism for national, regional and international agencies dealing with counter narcotics.
Security
The Afghan security forces spent the majority of June preparing, and executing, the security operations to safeguard the second round of the elections.  The Afghan Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Interior and National Directorate of Security worked closely with election officials to reassure voters on security.  This assurance allowed the IEC to announce their intention to open more polling centres on 14 June than in the first round.

There was a spike in violence levels on polling day as anticipated.  The majority of the 352 reported incidents were in the East, followed by the South and South-East of Afghanistan.  Despite this, the insurgency was prevented from prosecuting any high profile attacks on polling day.  There were 39 civilian casualties reported, a marked increase compared to the first round where three casualties were reported.

On 19 June, Taleban insurgents attacked Forward Operating Base Torkham, a border holding yard manned by the Afghan security forces.  Although four insurgents were eventually killed they damaged 23 trucks, 20 shipping containers and four construction trucks.

Insurgents continue to target government officials and prominent figures.  On 6 June, presidential candidate Abdullah’s convoy was attacked in a co-ordinated double IED incident.  Abdullah was not hurt, but six others were killed (including two insurgents) and 29 were injured.  On 21 Jun, a vehicle borne IED detonated near Dawat University resulting in the deaths of one Afghan civilian and three Afghans wounded.  It was likely intended to target the National Security Advisor, Dr Spanta, and the Head of the Afghan Peace and Reintegration Programme, Massoom Stanekzai but they escaped unharmed.

Following the second round of the election the Taleban launched a major offensive in northern Helmand over the weekend of 21-22 June.  Large groups of insurgents launched coordinated attacks against Afghan National Security Force positions in Now Zad, Sangin, Musa Qal’eh and Kajaki districts.  Although the insurgents enjoyed some initial success by capturing a number of isolated checkpoints and inflicting relatively heavy casualties, Afghan officials responded quickly to the threat and Afghan security force reinforcements stabilised the situation. By the end of June, levels of insurgent activity appeared to have returned to normal levels for the area.

Although the risk to ISAF from insider attacks has reduced, it remains a serious threat.  On 23 June, an Afghan Uniformed Policeman opened fire on ISAF personnel at Gardez Police HQ Compound in Paktiya Province.  The attacker was fired upon and killed by ISAF forces during the engagement, which resulted in one US military and one US civilian being wounded. 

Resolute Support Mission
On 24 June, NATO Foreign Ministers endorsed the Operational Plan for the NATO Resolute Support mission, and most countries re-affirmed their commitments from the 2012 Chicago Conference.

Redeployment

On 7 June, the Bosnian military contingent ceased operations in Regional Command (South-West).  On 18 June, the Relief in Place between the military forces on HERRICK 19 and those on HERRICK 20 completed, marking the transition to the final HERRICK deployment.  The number of UK Armed Forces deployed on operations in Afghanistan has now reduced to around 4,100 – down from 5,200 at the start of the year.  On 25 June, Lt Gen Lorimer handed over the post of Deputy Commander ISAF to Lt Gen Jacobsen of the German Armed Forces, marking another significant milestone in our redeployment.  Seven UK officers have held the post since 2007.  We continue to seek the most efficient methods to redeploy our equipment and infrastructure from Afghanistan, including through gifting to our partners.  On 26 June, the Ministry of Defence laid a minute before Parliament seeking approval to gift to Kazakhstan surplus thermal imagers and quad bikes from Afghanistan.  On 30 June, the Ministry of Defence laid a minute before Parliament seeking approval to gift infrastructure and equipment at Camp Bastion to the ANSF.

Afghanistan National Army Officer Academy (ANAOA)

On 16 June, training for the 3rd Kandak, including the 1st female Blook (Platoon) began.  270 male cadets and 22 female cadets started training.  The start of female training is the culmination of an Afghan led process and is a landmark event for the Afghan National Army. We anticipate that the Afghans will use the experience gained in recruiting its first batch of female cadets to improve its own processes and grow the female numbers in subsequent intakes.  We continue to support the ANAOA and will help the Afghans to build on this initial success.  The commencement of the 3rd Kandak is another milestone for the ANAOA as the academy has reached Full Operating Capability (FOC).  Additionally, the tented camps for the three Kandaks and the female Tolay (Company) will now be gifted to the Afghans.  These tents were funded by both the UK and Denmark.

ISAF Statistics
As the ANSF are increasingly taking the lead for statistical reporting, ISAF’s ability to accurately record Enemy Initiated Attacks (EIA) has decreased.  Consequently, HQ ISAF no longer publishes EIA data which prevents inclusion of such data in this report.  Tables 1 – 3 below do however report ANSF Growth, ANSF Attrition Rates, and Coalition Contributions to the ISAF Mission:
Table One: ANSF Growth to 23 June 2014 

	
	Target Strength

(May 2014)
	Actual Strength

(May 2014)


	Mar Target Met

	ANA:
	187,630
	175,915
	NO

	AAF:
	6731
	6731
	YES

	ANP:
	157,000
	152,123
	NO


Table Two:  ANSF Attrition Rates
  

	
	Target Monthly Attrition
	Actual Monthly Attrition


	Apr Target Met

	ANA:
	1.4%
	2.5%
	NO

	AAF:
	1.4%
	0.9%
	YES

	ANP:
	1.4%
	0.23%
	YES

	Uniformed Police
	1.4%
	1.42%
	YES

	Border Police
	1.4%
	0.43%
	YES

	National Civil  Order Police
	1.4%
	N/A%
	NO


Table Three: International Contributions to ISAF
	Country
	Contribution
	% of Total

	US
	22,224
	53%

	UK
	5,248
	12.5%

	Germany
	2,441
	5.8%

	Italy 
	2,083
	4.9%

	Georgia
	1,567
	3.7%

	Poland
	182
	0.43%

	Romania
	1,108
	2.6%

	Turkey
	856
	2.0%

	Jordan
	907
	2.1%

	Bulgaria
	425
	1.0%

	Others (38 nations)
	4,857
	11.5%

	Current Total: 41,898


	The above numbers are indicative of troop contributions as at 01 June 2014, actual numbers fluctuate daily. 
Source: http://www.isaf.nato.int/images/media/20140603_isaf-placemat-final.pdf
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� Attrition in the ANSF is defined as the planned or unplanned loss of a soldier from the ranks. Examples of unplanned losses include those dropped from rolls (DFR), killed in action, or medically released. Planned losses include separations, retirements, and term ends. The largest component of attrition is DFR, which occurs after 20 days of Absent Without Official Leave (AWOL); the status for a soldier not on leave, and after 30 days for a soldier who is on leave.
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