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ASSISTED DYING BILL

As you know, | will, by convention, be the penultimate speaker when your Bill is
debated on Friday 18 July. However, given the number of speakers, | thought it
would be helpful to set out the Government’s position in advance of the debate.

The Government believes that any change to the law in this emotive area is an issue
of individual conscience. It is, rightly in our view, a matter for Parliament to decide
rather than a matter of Government policy.

It follows that the Government takes a neutral position on whether the Assisted Dying
Bill should progress. | shall do this when | speak on Friday.

I'am copying this letter to all colleagues who have signed up to speak at the debate

and am placing a copy in the House Library. |look forward to the debate.
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EDWARD FAULKS



