Troubled Families: Top 10 areas are on board as Government is ready to go

	Published
	28 March 2012


The 10 local authorities with the largest number of troubled families have agreed to sign up to the Government's ambitious scheme to turn around the lives of 120,000 problem households by 2015. Communities Secretary Eric Pickles today unveiled a unique payment by results scheme that will deliver up to £4,000 per family to local authorities which get children back into school, reduce youth crime and anti-social behaviour, put adults on a path back to work and bring down the £9 billion annual costs caused by dealing with them.

Just three months after the programme's funding was launched by the Prime Minister, the Department for Communities and Local Government, the 10 top-tier authorities with the largest amount of troubled families, which together form one fifth of those being targeted, are already on board, along with support from the voluntary sector. Many more are enthusiastic and expected to join the scheme in the coming months, with all 152 invited to a reception hosted by David Cameron in Downing Street tonight to mark the start of the scheme, alongside frontline workers and representatives of the voluntary sector.

The £448 million three-year programme is taking money from across Whitehall to help local authorities get to grips with whole families and deal with their problems at root cause through proven techniques, rather than a multitude of agencies working with single people within a family, often just reacting to their problems. However councils will only be given a full payment for their work when they have delivered results and reduced the £75,000 costs to the taxpayer that these families cause through demands on services each year.

Mr Pickles also announced that following a plea from councils the Department for Communities and Local Government has reached a groundbreaking agreement with the Department for Work and Pensions which, while strictly protecting confidentiality, allows jobcentres to share data with local councils in order to identify their troubled families. This means councils will be able to pull together the names and addresses of the families in their area whose children are missing school, involved in crime and anti-social behaviour and also on benefits, so they can start work with them to turn their lives around, tackling all of their problems.

Prime Minister David Cameron said:

"I'm committed to transforming the lives of families stuck in a cycle of unemployment, alcohol abuse and anti-social behaviour, where children are truants from school - troubled families who cause such negativity within their communities and who drain resources from our councils. I'm heartened that so many local authorities are alert to this challenge and are ready to take forwards our plans to bring about real change. I know that as this programme rolls out and increasingly gains momentum we can help people, and our communities and our society will become stronger as a result."

Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said:

"The Prime Minister charged my department in December with delivering an ambitious but achievable programme to turn around the lives of 120,000 troubled families by 2015. We have met with 147 Councils over the last three months to help shape our payment by results scheme which will incentivise local authorities to deal with the truancy, crime and the worklessness that can be passed down from generation to generation and which puts a £9 billion per year drain on the public purse. It is great news that the top 10 councils with the most troubled families have already agreed to begin work with us as between them they cover a fifth of the families we have pledged to change. We cannot afford to wait any longer to start doing this work and I am delighted that it will now begin."

Head of Troubled Families Policy Louise Casey said:

"Both local and central government recognise this programme could be a once in a lifetime opportunity to shift the sense of hopelessness that is often felt about these families - that nothing can be done to really help change them, to get them into school, work or to stop their crime and anti-social behaviour. If we work together and get this right, it's also a chance to make a cultural shift in the way services are delivered by professionals - an approach that is about a lead worker gripping a family as a whole and getting to the root causes of their problems. But most importantly this programme is a way to give the kids in these households a chance not to repeat the pattern of unemployment, lawlessness and failure of their parents and often grandparents."

Chief Executive of Action For Children, Dame Claire Tickell said:

"Today's announcement reinforces the welcome commitment to support the most vulnerable families who face a whole host of challenges in their lives. From our own experience of intensively working with these very families in Family Intervention Projects within local communities, we know the solutions that help to turn lives around and deliver real results. Key to this is partnership working between local authorities and the voluntary sector, to create tailored solutions that tackle the root causes of issues within families and help them to develop the skills and confidence they need to make positive changes to their own lives."

Notes to editors

1. This News Release covers England.

2. The Framework Document for Troubled Families Funding can be found here: www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/troubledfamiliesframework.

3. The data-sharing agreement with the Department for Work and Pensions changes regulations of the Welfare Reform Act 2012. It contains strict protections against abuse that will ensure this is only used appropriately and for this purpose only.

4. The top 10 local authorities in terms of their number of troubled families are:

	Local authority
	Indicative number of families
	Total payment available over three years

	 Birmingham
	 4,180
	 £13,900,000

	 Lancashire
	 2,630
	 £8,700,000

	 Kent
	 2,560
	 £8,500,000

	 Manchester
	 2,385
	 £7,900,000

	 Essex
	 2,220
	 £7,400,000

	 Leeds
	 2,190
	 £7,300,000

	 Liverpool
	 2,105
	 £7,000,000

	 Bradford
	 1,760
	 £5,800,000

	 Norfolk
	 1,700
	 £5,600,000

	 Sheffield
	 1,680
	 £5,600,000


5. The payment by results criteria are:

· more than 85 per cent attendance in schools and fewer than three exclusions from school

· a 60 per cent reduction in anti-social behaviour across the whole family

· and a 33 per cent reduction in youth offending
= £3,900

Plus

· progress towards work such as enrolment in the Work Programme or the European Social Fund provision for troubled families
= £100

Or

· One adult in the family moving off benefits and into work.
=£4,000

Local authorities are expected to make up the remaining 60 per cent of the average £10,000 cost of a successful family intervention.

6. The funding provided under the Troubled Families payment by results arrangements will be available for five out of six troubled families in each upper-tier local authority. This is to avoid paying twice for the same outcomes. Government funding has already been provided to support these remaining families. For example, the Department for Work and Pension's £200 million+ European Social Fund provision, the Work Programme and existing government-funded Multi-Systemic Therapy pilots.


£420 million to support local infrastructure

	Published
	29 March 2012


£420 million will be available through two routes to help communities deliver vital local infrastructure projects, Communities and Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles and Transport Secretary Justine Greening confirmed today.

Last week the Prime Minister gave a keynote speech where he set out a vision for this country's infrastructure in the 21st century. He described new infrastructure as 'the magic ingredient' to long term economic success.

An additional £270m is being made available through the Growing Places Fund. Less than a week after the Budget this money is being allocated to local enterprise partnerships giving them and the market greater confidence to invest. This builds on the £500 million already allocated.

The Growing Places Fund provides local areas with up-front and flexible funding so they can quickly boost economic growth by getting the required infrastructure built to build new homes, create jobs and get stalled projects moving again.

This includes £12 million for Greater Manchester; £11 million for Leeds City Region; £5 million for Hertfordshire; £6 million for Lancashire and almost £7 million for the Heart of the South West local enterprise partnership.

Up to £150 million will be available for large scale infrastructure projects in core cities. This money will be financed through a scheme known as Tax Increment Financing Type 2, which lets local authorities borrow against future growth in business rates for 25 years.

Further details on a competition for allocating funding will be announced in the spring.

Communities and Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles said:

"We know that new infrastructure is one of the most important ways to get the economy going again, support new homes and create long term jobs and growth. That is why last week Government made over £400 million more available to communities.

"The extra Growing Places Fund money is available immediately so local enterprise partnerships can unlock sites for infrastructure development that support new homes and Tax Increment Finance will give councils the means to raise their own finances over the longer-term to back infrastructure projects themselves."

Transport Secretary Justine Greening said:

"Transport infrastructure projects are often the key to unlocking jobs and growth potential, where new link roads or junction improvements can be a catalyst for investment in new regeneration sites of homes and businesses that otherwise might not happen. Feedback from the first round of our funding is that lots of projects are transport focused which is why I am delighted to provide £150 million from my Department towards the additional £270 million for the Growing Places Fund."

Notes to editor

1. Prime Minister's speech on infrastructure is available here: www.number10.gov.uk/news/pm-speech-on-infrastructure/ (external link).

2. The Additional Growing Places Funding comes from various central Government department underspends. The government has written to local enterprise partnerships this week setting out the allocation for 2012-13 and beyond as follows:

	Local enterprise partnership 
	Additional allocation 
	Overall total 

	(The) North Eastern Local Enterprise Partnership
	£ 8,198,503
	£25,253,169

	Sheffield City Region  
	£6,027,853
	£18,574,935

	Stoke and Staffordshire  
	£3,721,421
	£11,462,668

	Greater Birmingham and Solihull  
	£7,283,524
	£22,494,722

	Hertfordshire  
	£5,246,729
	£16,236,239

	Cumbria 
	£2,162,498
	£6,667,772

	Lancashire 
	£6,286,494
	£19,378,944

	Greater Manchester 
	£12,099,215
	£37,358,032

	Liverpool City Region 
	£6,336,851
	£19,529,710

	Cheshire and Warrington 
	£4,257,719
	£13,159,667

	York and North Yorkshire 
	£3,043,369
	£9,373,951

	Leeds City Region 
	£11,739,899
	£36,225,183

	Humber 
	£2,844,599
	£8,762,240

	Leicester and Leicestershire 
	£4,343,040
	£13,405,370

	Tees Valley 
	£2,788,254
	£8,587,013

	The Marches Enterprise Partnership - Shropshire and Herefordshire 
	£2,659,812
	£8,190,847

	Lincolnshire 
	£3,185,269
	£9,801,076

	Derby, Derbyshire, Nottingham and Nottinghamshire 
	£8,538,103
	£26,344,104

	Black Country 
	£4,701,565
	£14,488,451

	Worcestershire 
	£1,791,486
	£5,518,972

	Coventry and Warwickshire 
	£4,144,786
	£12,816,184

	South East Midlands 
	£6,070,478
	£18,759,514

	Northamptonshire 
	£1,915,237
	£5,910,558

	Buckinghamshire 
	£2,029,024
	£6,276,294

	Greater Cambridge & Greater Peterborough 
	£5,214,464
	£16,118,213

	New Anglia 
	£5,912,036
	£18,200,892

	South East 
	£15,983,959
	£49,210,053

	Coast to Capital 
	£7,674,599
	£23,699,125

	Enterprise M3 
	£7,021,240
	£21,744,341

	Solent 
	£5,865,727
	£18,110,320

	Oxfordshire 
	£2,925,449
	£9,054,428

	Thames Valley Berkshire 
	£5,163,226
	£16,039,518

	Gloucestershire 
	£2,751,807
	£8,498,295

	West of England 
	£5,527,958
	£17,107,499

	Swindon and Wiltshire 
	£3,040,261
	£9,386,900

	Dorset 
	£3,126,241
	£9,639,201

	Heart of the South West 
	£6,978,179
	£21,488,660

	Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly 
	£2,072,352
	£6,365,681

	Pan London 
	£69,326,773
	£110,761,262

	TOTAL1 
	£270,000,000
	£730,000,000


1£460 million of the original allocation went to local enterprise partnerships in England. The additional funding brings the total for England to £730 million. The remainder of the original allocation of £500 million was allocated to the Devolved Administrations. 

3. The Lancashire Local enterprise partnership has approved its first there schemes to receive £7 million. These three schemes - Luneside East commercial development in Lancaster, Burnley Bridge business park, Edge Hill University expansion in Ormskirk - are ready to start work immediately, providing transport infrastructure and land remediation works creating 1,550 new jobs, levering a further £95 million investment and creating 577 new homes.

4. Worcestershire Local enterprise partnership has allocated £3.25m of its Growing Places Fund to four schemes which will create over 500 new jobs and lever in over £20 million of other investment. These schemes include Hoo Brook Link Road and groundwork and utilities infrastructure at Worcester University Park and mixed use development around Worcestershire County Cricket ground.

5. The Local Government Finance Bill takes forward proposals designed to encourage local economic growth, reduce the financial deficit and drive decentralisation of control over local government finance. This includes allowing for authorities to retain in full the rates growth in designated Tax Increment Financing (TIF2) and Enterprise Zone areas. A brief guide to the bill can be found here: www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/localgovernmentfinance/lgfinancebill/briefguide/.

6. A first wave of city deals have already started with England's eight largest cities outside of London: Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham and Sheffield. These will give them the powers they need to attract private sector investment, create new jobs, and rebalance the economy. www.communities.gov.uk/news/newsroom/2072389.


Up to £1 million to help communities shape the future of their high streets

	Published
	30 March 2012


Today Planning Minister Greg Clark revealed that £1 million will be made available to support the creation of high street neighbourhood plans that will help revitalise this crucial part of the local economy.

The announcement is part of the Government's 'Portas-plus' response to the Mary Portas' High Street Review, which goes above and beyond her recommendations and includes a raft of new incentives, funding schemes and bureaucracy-busting measures, all in a bid to rejuvenate the country's rundown high streets.

This financial support for neighbourhood planning will help local people, businesses and councils come together to develop and agree a neighbourhood high street plan that makes sure locally led sustainable development puts the town centre first with plans for the vitalising and growing their high street economy.

Planning Minister Greg Clark said:

"For too long local people have been shut out of the planning process with no real voice to affect decisions about the places where they live.

"High streets are at the heart of their communities and new neighbourhood plans hand power back to communities so they can help shape the future development of this crucial part of their local economy.

"This £1 million fund will support local people, businesses and councils coming together to provide a really positive contribution to the future vitality and viability of our high streets."

Neighbourhood planning is part of a series of measures announced in the Localism Act, shifting power away form Whitehall into the hands of local people. Over 200 neighbourhood planning front-runner projects are already trialling the new powers before they are fully rolled out next week. Several of these areas are developing plans to reinvigorate their high streets including Wolverton in Milton Keynes, Sudbury Town, Thame in South Oxfordshire, and Leytonstone.

Further information on how communities and local authorities developing high street neighbourhood plans under the Localism Act can access the £1milllion will be published shortly.

The new National Planning Policy Framework also responds to the Portas recommendation by underlining the importance of town centres and allowing councils to provide the parking facilities in town centres that will help them compete with out-of-town shopping centres and supermarkets.

Notes to editors

1. Further information on neighbourhood planning can be found at: www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/neighbourhoodplanningvanguards/.

2. More information on the Government Reponses to the Mary Portas Review can be found at: www.communities.gov.uk/publications/regeneration/portasreviewresponse.


Grant Shapps offers 'Portas-Plus' plan to revive ailing high streets

	Published
	30 March 2012


Towns across the country have got their applications in ahead of today's deadline in the hope of becoming Portas Pilots. Ministers revealed the unexpectedly high level of interest whilst announcing that the Government is accepting virtually all the recommendations put forward by Mary Portas last December.

The Government today is for the first time issuing its formal response to the Portas High Street Review. Grant Shapps confirmed Ministers are accepting the vast majority of Mary's recommendations - but that they intend to go further with a raft of new incentives, funding schemes and bureaucracy-busting measures, all in a bid to rejuvenate the country's rundown high streets

In what Mr Shapps referred to as a 'Portas-Plus' response, a new package of help has been drawn up including:

· A multi-million pound High Street Innovation Fund - kick started by £10 million of taxpayers money focussed on bringing empty shops back into use - which, if supplemented by both councils and landlords, could see £30 million going to support new business start-ups whilst bringing empty High Street properties back into use;

· A £1 million Future High Street X-Fund, which will be awarded in a year's time to the locations which deliver the most creative and effective schemes to revitalise their high streets;

· A National Markets Day, launching a National Markets Fortnight, to celebrate the role markets can play, help aspiring entrepreneurs try out their business ideas, and encourage more visitors to town centres;

· A £500,000 fund for Business Improvement Districts, to help Town Centres access loans for their set-up costs; and

· Launching a further round of Portas Pilots, to trial some of Mary's recommendations and come up with new ideas to breathe life into underused high streets. This is in response to the massive interest from hundreds of locations across the country, sparked by the competition for the first wave of 12 pilots launched last month.

Grant Shapps said:

"Today, I'm accepting virtually all of the recommendations from Mary Portas's review - but I'm also going that one step further, offering a 'Portas-Plus' deal, with a range of measures designed to help local people turn their high streets into the beating hearts of their communities once again.

"Mary Portas's review made crystal clear the stark challenge our high streets face. With Internet shopping and out-of-town centres here to stay, they must offer something new if they are to entice visitors back.

"Her report has provided the catalyst for change that many towns have been craving. I now want to see people coming together to form their own town teams and turning their creative ideas into reality to ensure their high streets thrive long into the future."

Mary Portas said:

"When I published my Review I was clear that this was an action plan for our high streets, not a document to gather dust on Whitehall shelves.

"I've been thrilled by the response of people, Town Teams and communities up and down the country, who have seized this opportunity to come together and form their own ideas. I'm pleased that the response from Grant Shapps today is designed to build on this momentum and give local people the tools they need to turn their creative ideas into reality, along with extra money to bring empty shops back into use.

"Naturally I would have liked greater central intervention in critical areas such as change of use, parking, business rates and the sign off of new out of town developments and I will continue to fight for these, but I do believe that today marks the first day of a fresh new approach, putting our high streets firmly back on the public and national agenda."

Martin Blackwell, chief executive at the Association of Town Centre Management, said:

"We all recognise that the high street in 10 or even five years will be radically different to that we see today. This Government's approach, shown in the response to Mary's report, is giving local communities the opportunity to shape the future High Street they want to see in their town."

British Retail Consortium Director of Business, Tom Ironside, said:

"We're pleased to note the Government's made a common sense decision not to seek to restrict consumer choice in other retail locations. Avoiding imposing an exceptional sign off for out of town developments is the right approach. We also welcome the money which has been made available to enable the development of Business Improvement Districts and the steps which are being taken to reduce red tape that affects the high street. These detailed measures will be beneficial.

"Retailers retain their concerns in relation to the excessive burden of business rates and the need for concrete action to ensure affordability, clarity and certainty for the future. We hope the Government will return to this issue soon."

Responding to the first recommendation in the review, Mr Shapps said he wanted to see hundreds of Town Teams - made up of key players in the local area including the council, local landlords, business owners and local MPs - being formed and mobilised across the country to drive forward the necessary change.

He encouraged these Town Teams to consider:

· How their high streets can become the "beating heart of the community", offering more than just retail with entertainment venues and leisure facilities, as well as housing and local public services;

· How they can work with councils to use the forthcoming new powers to offer local business rate discounts, and to ensure businesses are aware of the option to spread the payment of the retail price index increase in business rates bills over three years, giving them the flexibility to manage their bills and help their cash- flow. This is in addition to Small Business Rate Relief, which in England has been doubled for two and a half years, from 1 October 2010 to 31 March 2013;

· How they could stimulate a vibrant evening economy by encouraging local shops to open later, offering a service to people as they come home from work, instead of people resorting to online shopping; and

· How they could make more imaginative and exciting use of public spaces and remove street clutter to make town centres more pleasant for visitors.

And confirming the Government was accepting a number of other key recommendations to cut red tape and entice motorists to the town centre, Mr Shapps gave a commitment to:

· Help councils revoke unnecessary and archaic byelaws through a new streamlined process - enabling  outdated rules hindering efforts to get new markets and businesses up and running to be swiftly scrapped;

· Reform current planning rules to allow the conversion of space above shops to two flats, rather than the current limit of one; and

· Consult on abolishing centrally-set minimum parking charges, to give councils the flexibility to levy lower parking penalty notices if they choose. The Government will also take steps to ensure greater transparency on parking charges to introduce greater competition between town centres.

Notes to editors

1. High streets at the heart of our communities: the Government's Response to the Mary Portas Review has been published today and can be found at: www.communities.gov.uk/publications/regeneration/portasreviewresponse.

2. The Portas Review: An independent review into the future of our High Streets was published on 13 December 2011 and can be found at: www.communities.gov.uk/publications/regeneration/portasreview.

3. The "Love Your Local Market" event will take place on 23 June 2012, designed to encourage more people to visit the high street and see what is on offer. This event, run by the National Association of British Market Authorities with support from the rest of the markets sector, including the Markets Alliance and the National Markets Traders Federation, will also give aspiring entrepreneurs the offer of a "table for a tenner", giving them the opportunity to try out their own business ideas.

4. Small Business Rate Relief in England has been doubled for two and a half years, from 1 October 2010 to 31 March 2013. Eligible businesses occupying property with a rateable value of up to £6,000 pay no rates for that period, with tapering relief up to a rateable value to £12,000. To make sure no small firm loses out the Localism Act has simplified the process for claiming the tax break to encourage take up by small businesses. More information is available here: www.communities.gov.uk/news/newsroom/1972672.

5. In addition businesses will be able to defer payment of 3.2 per cent of their 2012-13 rates bills until 2013-14 and 2014-15. This will give businesses flexibility to manage their rates bills in the current economic climate, help their cashflow, and give them time to adjust to the impact of inflation. This means someone with a bill of a £10,000 could defer £320. More information is available here: www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/bril32012.

6. A list of the authorities to which £10 million High Street Innovation Fund Grant is to be paid can be found at: www.communities.gov.uk/documents/regeneration/pdf/2120116.pdf (PDF, 41kb).


Andrew Stunell: New look energy advice will help homeowners save money on bills

	Published
	2 April 2012


New-look Energy Performance Certificate to offer practical advice for improvements

Prospective homeowners will be given better and clearer advice on making their new homes more eco-friendly, Communities Minister Andrew Stunell announced today.

A new-look Energy Performance Certificate will give homebuyers clearer information about the energy efficiency of their homes. Alongside the recommendations for improvements, the new certificates will indicate to the consumer whether they can be funded through the Green Deal.

And Domestic Energy Assessors, who compile the Energy Performance Certificates, will have undergone further training to ensure these documents are produced to a consistently high standard and assured advice is given to prospective homeowners.

Prospective buyers and tenants will also be given this energy information much earlier in the buying process, to give them time to plan how they will implement some of the recommendations included.

From April, these buyers will also be able to compare the energy performance of their home with that of similar properties, as the National Energy Performance Certificate Register is opened up to public use for the first time.

But to ensure the data is as secure as possible, companies wanting to use the Register will be required to sign a licensing agreement - which will include strict rules over how the data is used.

Communities Minister Andrew Stunell said:

"The Energy Performance Certificate has proved useful in putting the efficiency of our homes at the forefront of our minds, but homeowners can often struggle to know how to act on the advice it gives.

"That's why we're giving it a complete redesign, making it clearer and easier to understand and putting the recommendations for improvements into matters of pounds and pence by showing how much consumers could potentially save on their energy bills.

"And by making the national register of Energy Performance Certificates open to the public, each homeowner will for the first time be able to see how their property compares with others, and where changes could be made so their homes become as eco-friendly as possible."


Over 180 bids to improve or reinstate weekly rubbish collections

	Published
	2 April 2012


A groundswell of councils want to take up the Government's £250 million offer to support better, more frequent, more environmentally friendly bin collections for residents, Communities and Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles revealed today.

Over 180 potential bids have been sent in, surpassing expectations. Nearly two-thirds came from authorities that want to retain or reinstate weekly collections to offer more comprehensive collections of residual waste and recycling for their residents.

A number of bids are proposing to use the funding to invest in new infrastructure or technology to improve services or increase recycling. Others focus on better services like tackling 'bin blight' by reducing bin numbers or tailoring collections for specific neighbourhoods.

Ministers believe waste services have become too complex. In the past, councils had been actively encouraged to make cuts to services instead of improving value for money through better procurement, technology and incentives. In February 2012, the Government launched a new fund of up to £250 million Weekly Collection Support Scheme to help councils retain or reinstate weekly waste and recycling services.

The fund will also promote innovation, better procurement and joint working across local authorities supporting initiatives to increase recycling and deliver weekly collections. This will deliver benefits to the environment and taxpayers.

Government will now be working with councils to make sure quality outline bids are submitted by the May deadline. The scoring system will reward bids that support comprehensive weekly rubbish and recycling collections.

Mr Pickles said:

"Rubbish collections are the most visible service that people get for their £120 a month council tax bill. The public are fed up of all the bin do's and bin don'ts - now our fund will mean councils can sort out their service and offer a high quality weekly collection or invest in ways to improve recycling through incentives and new technology.

"I'm pleased to see so many councils come forward to stop the rot. This shows councils recognise more can be done to increase the sustainability, frequency and the quality of rubbish collections people get in return for their council tax."

Notes to editors

1. The Weekly Collection Support Scheme was launched on 3 February 2012. The fund encourages councils to focus on three things: better weekly collections, better contracts and better use of innovative ideas or technology that help residents to recycle more and do their bit for the environment. The prospectus Supporting Weekly Collections explains how councils should apply. Councils hoping to be eligible for a slice of the funding should submit their outline bid by 11 May 2012.

2. The Scheme follows on from the Government's announcement as part of the Waste Review in June last year to introduce a series of measures to make life easier for the householder. It has already scrapped plans to introduce new bin taxes with provisions through the Localism Act; reversed Audit Commission guidance and inspections which marked down councils who do not adopt fortnightly rubbish collections; and abolished Local Area Agreements imposed by Whitehall which created perverse incentives to downgrade waste collection services.

3. The fund will inject up to £250 million into projects that will help to improve local waste and recycling services, develop infrastructure, and reward recycling (for example, building on examples like Windsor and Maidenhead's Recyclebank scheme and Birmingham's Nectar points scheme).

4. The Government has committed to reducing waste and accelerating recycling rates by focusing on rewards incentives that encourage recycling. More details can be found here: www.communities.gov.uk/news/newsroom/1608336. A Government scheme to encourage councils and other organisations to test out innovative reward and recognition schemes is now in place: www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/consumer/reward-scheme/ (external link).

5. The Government has recently consulted on measures to stop councils imposing unfair 'bin fines' of up to £1,000 on households for breaches of confusing bin rules. The consultation, promised in the Waste Review, can be viewed here: www.defra.gov.uk/news/2012/01/16/bin-fines-consultation (external link). A Government response is expected shortly.

6. A recent Sauce-Icaro Attitudes to Waste Survey found that two-thirds (67 per cent) agreed with the statement the Government should mandate weekly collections. Weekly collections had higher satisfaction levels than fortnightly (83-74 per cent). Reports of problems with flies and smells for fortnightly collections was more than double that for weekly (14 per cent - 6 per cent).

7. The average Band D council tax bill in England is £1,444 a year (an average of £120 a month).


Revamped Right to Buy is chance of a lifetime for tenants

	Published
	3 April 2012


£75,000 discounts will help get tenants across the threshold

A new generation of social tenants were today handed the keys to homeownership, as the Prime Minister and Housing Minister Grant Shapps launched a reinvigorated Right to Buy.

Today's move will reverse years of declining discounts for tenants, which made Right to Buy meaningless in many parts of the country. Fewer than 3,700 sales were made last year compared to a peak of 84,000 less than 10 years ago.

Tenants informed of new opportunities

Ministers are taking every effort to ensure tenants have the information they need to understand how today's changes could put them in the frame to become homeowners. To help councils fulfil their legal duty to inform tenants, the Government is making a range of materials available to ensure potential buyers are aware of the changes and understand the steps they should take if they decide Right to Buy is the right choice for them.

The Government has moved swiftly to introduce the new discounts, and councils should waste no time getting in touch with their tenants, so as many as possible can take advantage of the scheme and use the discount as a firm foundation for home ownership.

Sold homes replaced with new affordable properties

For the first time, the additional homes sold under the revamped scheme will be replaced by new properties for affordable rent, ensuring there is no reduction in the number of affordable homes.

Councils will be able to sign an agreement with Government for using the receipts from sales to build new affordable homes in their area. The receipts will be expected to meet up to 30 per cent of the costs, mirroring the highly successful funding model used for the Affordable Homes Programme, which has exceeded all expectations and will deliver up to 170,000 new affordable homes by 2015.
 
Prime Minister David Cameron said:

"I want many more people to achieve the dream of home ownership. In the 80s, Right to Buy helped millions of people living in council housing achieve their aspiration of owning their own home.

"It gave something back to families who worked hard, paid their rent and played by the rules. It allowed them to do up their home, change their front door, improve their garden - without getting permission from the council. It gave people a sense of pride and ownership not just in their home, but in their street and neighbourhood, helping to build strong families and stable mixed communities.

"But over time the discounts were cut, they didn't keep pace with rises in property prices, and this vital rung on the property ladder was all but removed. This Government is now putting it back by dramatically increasing the discount rates so that we support the dreams of those council tenants who to want to own the roof over their head."

Housing Minister Grant Shapps said:

"This country was built on aspiration: men and women who looked to the future and resolved to make a better life for themselves and their families. But years of punitive limitations on the level of discounts under Right to Buy have sabotaged the aspirations of hardworking council tenants who want to take their first step on the property ladder.

"This Government wants to help everyone achieve their aspirations - so I'm delighted to announce that from today these miserly restrictions on discounts are history, and tenants will once again receive genuine assistance to feel the pride of home ownership.

"Tenants who have done well for themselves and want to get across the threshold to home ownership can now expect a discount of up to £75,000 to help them buy the home they live in. Councils must ensure that their tenants are kept properly informed of the new opportunities, and offer a helping hand to those tenants who want to buy their property.

"We are also determined to maintain the number of affordable homes for rent and get Britain building again. So for the first time, additional properties that are sold will be replaced by new affordable homes, using the same highly successful model that is already delivering thousands of new affordable homes in every part of the country."

Bigger cash discounts to benefit every part of the country

Thirty years after the original launch of Right to Buy, Ministers believe it can once again promote opportunity and boost social mobility for the nation's social tenants, and at the same time transform housing estates.

From today tenants could benefit from a discount of up to £75,000, depending on how long they have been a tenant.This will mean, for example, that:

· someone in Birmingham who had been a tenant for fifteen years could buy their £90,000 flat with a discount of £63,000 compared to £26,000 previously - almost trebling their discount; and

· in London, a tenant for five years buying a flat worth £160,000 would receive a discount of £75,000 - more than four times the previous cap of £16,000.

This enhanced offer includes the half a million Housing Association tenants with a Preserved Right to Buy - because their home was part of a housing stock transfer from a local authority.

Where receipts are not used locally to build new homes they will be passed to the Greater London Authority and the Homes and Communities Agency, who will re-invest the money in new affordable housing across the country.

Facebook page

Visit the new Right to Buy Facebook page (external link) or click on the buttons below to 'Like' or share information about the page.

[image: image1.png]


Notes to editors

1. The revitalised Right to Buy scheme will give tenants a larger discount on the market value of their home. The longer they have been a tenant, the bigger discount they get, up to a maximum cap of £75,000.

2. For a house, tenants can get a discount of 35 per cent on their current home after five years as a public sector tenant. For each extra year, they get an additional 1 per cent discount up to a maximum of 60 per cent.

3. For flats, tenants can get a discount of 50 per cent, after a five-year tenancy. For each extra year, they get an additional 2 per cent discount up to a maximum of 70 per cent.

4. Whatever percentage they are eligible for, it cannot exceed £75,000. This arrangement will result in far higher potential discounts for tenants across the country - see table below for previous discount limits.

5. Tenants must have been public sector tenants for five years before they can qualify to purchase their home through Right to Buy. This tenancy can be in their current home or in a previous one, with a different landlord.

	Previous Maximum Discount Limits 

	Area 
	Discount Limit 

	South East
	£38,000
(unless home is in the local authority areas of Chiltern, Epsom & Ewell, Hart, Oxford, Reading, Reigate & Banstead, Tonbridge & Malling, Vale of the White Horse and West Berkshire where the maximum discount is £16,000)

	Eastern
	£34,000
(unless home is in Watford where the maximum discount is £16,000)

	South West
	£30,000

	North West, West Midlands
	£26,000

	Yorkshire and the Humber, East Midlands
	£24,000

	North East
	£22,000

	London
	£16,000
(unless home is in Barking and Dagenham or Havering where the maximum discount is £38,000)



6. The replacement of additional homes bought through Right to Buy will be funded using the same highly successful model as the Affordable Homes programme. Under this approach social landlords can meet the costs of new homes from borrowing against the future rental income, contributing from their own resources, including land, and grant funding from the Government. For the Right to Buy replacement scheme, receipts will substitute for grant funding for up to 30 per cent of total costs.

'Sound' investment to help build more affordable homes

	Published
	4 April 2012


Reforms to encourage more private investment in social housing

Moves to encourage more private investment in social housing were announced by Ministers today.

Housing Minister Grant Shapps and Economic Secretary Chloe Smith published a consultation seeking views on how to encourage more private investment into the social housing sector through Real Estate Investment Trusts - vehicles for those wishing to invest in property.

The current Finance Bill is introducing a series of measures to support entry to and investment in Real Estate Investment Trusts. This consultation will build on these measures considering potential further changes to Real Estate Investment Trusts to support the establishment of more of these in the social housing sector.

The consultation follows the successful Affordable Homes Programme, which levered in private funding from providers of almost £10 billion, and which is set to exceed expectations and deliver 170,000 homes - 20,000 more than originally thought.

Housing Minister Grant Shapps said:

"I am determined that we do all we can to get Britain building, and these reforms will help build more affordable homes, boost investment in housing and increase choice for tenants.

"That's why we're launching today's consultation, to see how we can best break down the barriers that prevents private investment in social housing - with the turnover from housing associations now at over £12 billion this should be seen as a sound and stable investment to those looking for a long-term return."

Economic Secretary to the Treasury Chloe Smith said:

"The Government is keen to see more affordable homes and encourage innovative ways of investing in the social housing sector. That's why we are exploring how Real Estate Investment Trusts could attract new private sector finance.

"As well as delivering much-needed accommodation for families, expanding Real Estate Investment Trusts into social housing could present value for money for the taxpayer. I look forward to hearing views during the consultation."

Increasing interest from the private sector

Private investment is vital to help fund the supply of new homes, but Ministers also want to see greater innovation and diversity in the management and delivery of affordable housing.

Mr Shapps also announced that three companies - Orchard and Shipman, Shanley, and Pinnacle Spaces - have already signed up to become commercial providers of social housing.

The registration of these organisations will help bring the innovation and investment needed to deliver even more of the affordable homes the country needs.

Perry Lloyd, chief executive of the Pinnacle Regeneration Group, said:

"We are extremely excited about this new phase in Pinnacle's life as a leading provider of social housing solutions. We are working with the Government and its Agencies to overcome barriers posed by current constraints in traditional public financing and delivery routes to provide new private funding and contribute to much needed affordable housing supply."


Andrew Stunell: Tackling inequalities for Gypsy and Traveller communities

	Published
	4 April 2012


Government commitments to tackle ingrained inequalities and promote fairness for Gypsy and Traveller communities were unveiled by Communities Minister Andrew Stunell in a report published today.

The progress report by the Ministerial working group on tackling inequalities experienced by Gypsies and Travellers contains 28 measures from across Government that will improve outcomes for Gypsies and Travellers across education, health, accommodation, employment and in the criminal justice system.

Gypsies and Travellers experience, some of the worst outcomes of any ethnic or social group including: below average educational attainment; above average rates of miscarriage, still births and neo-natal deaths; and widespread discrimination and hostility.

Ministers are determined to tackle these inequalities and improve the lives of the country's Gypsy and Traveller communities. In November 2010 the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, Eric Pickles set up a ministerial working group, bringing together seven Government departments, to examine the challenges faced by these communities and to make recommendations for action.

The report by the working group, published today, is an important step in making headway towards increasing equality for Traveller communities by helping mainstream services work better for Gypsies and Travellers. The commitments outlined in the report include:

· piloting a 'virtual headteacher' who will champion the interests of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller pupils across their local authority and respond to issues of low attainment and attendance

· promoting of improved health outcomes for Gypsies and Travellers within the proposed new structures of the NHS

· work to build on our support for authorised sites that have the backing of the local community, through £60 million Traveller Pitch Funding and the New Homes Bonus to match monies raised through council tax. Both the settled and travelling communities will benefit from such an approach

· improving knowledge of how Gypsies and Travellers engage with employment services

· preventing hate crime, increasing reporting of incidents and challenging the attitudes that underpin it; and

· ensuring access to appropriate rehabilitation activities in prison and on probation.

Communities Minister Andrew Stunell said:

"Fairness is one of the key values of the Government and this means everyone having the chance to do well irrespective of their background or their beginnings.

"This report sets out how work across key Government departments will help tackle inequalities faced by Gypsies and Travellers and help improve the lives of those communities to the benefit of all."


Giving local businesses an Easter tax break

	Published
	4 April 2012


Local Government Minister Bob Neill is writing to every local council today urging them to make sure every single local firm in their areas knows about all the Government measures available to give businesses a tax break and the breathing room to grow and prosper.

Small shops and businesses are at the centre of the local economy and the Government is determined to make sure the support on offer to hundreds of thousands of firms is taken up so they can thrive.

Government has doubled small business rate relief for two and a half years so the average tax benefit is around £1650; the Localism Act now makes it easier for firms to claim the relief they are entitled to; given councils the power to offer their additional local discounts; and allowed businesses to spread the inflation increase over three years.

The call to councils comes on the day the application for business rates deferral scheme opens. This gives thousands of local business the opportunity to delay paying some of this year's rates bill for up to three years worth potentially £600 million if all English firms, covering over one and a half million businesses properties, took up the offer.

The deferral scheme offers businesses a much needed tax break making a real difference to running costs, help them to get on top of cash flow and giving time to adjust to inflation changes.

44,000 business properties in Birmingham could defer over £11 million; Bristol has 14,000 properties, Liverpool and Sheffield with 16,000 each could defer over £5 million; Manchester has 22,000 properties eligible for up to £8 million; Newcastle's 9,000 could get discounts worth £4 million; Plymouth has almost 7,000 that could save over £2 million; and London businesses could benefit from a £165 million reprieve across 285,000 properties.

Bob Neill said:

"Small shop and firms are at the heart of our communities, and it has never been more important to support them as they help rebuild and re-grow this country's economy for the future. We have set up all these rate reprieves because we know local firms need a little more breathing space to make ends meet.

"The Coalition Government has taken action to make sure there are a series of measures in place that support businesses and promote economic growth. It is vital that councils make sure every firm in their area know about the offers available - like the fact that our Localism Act means the double discount for small firms, worth millions, is now easier to claim than ever before, or that there is a three year interest deferral out there - so they are taken up."

The other business rates support available is as follows:

· Small Business Rate Relief has been doubled for two and a half years. This tax break is typically worth £1,650 over the period. Around half a million small firms and shops are eligible for over three quarters of a billion pounds worth of discount. Around 330,000 will pay no rates at all over this period. In some areas as many as two in five firms are eligible.

· New local discounts are available through the Localism Act so councils can actively target their own businesses rate discounts in the best way for local businesses. This can be used to encourage new business investment, support for local shops, the high street or community services. Councils should consider this new power alongside the Government's 'Portas Pilots' plans.

· The 24 Enterprise Zones can give one hundred per cent discounts to new businesses to their sites for five years. Authorities are responsible for providing the discounts using the new local discounts powers. Central Government is meeting the costs of the discount.

· Cancelled £175 million of unfairly backed business rates liabilities that affected many firms including those in ports. Hundreds of port-based businesses facing thousands of unfair and unexpected backdated business rates bills can breathe a sigh of relief as Government action to waive and repay their bills has finally lifted their heavy debt burden which threatened thousands of British jobs.

· A £10 million High Street Innovation Fund is available to a hundred local authorities to support empty properties on our high streets, and those areas affected by the riots, helping kick start new business and revive neighbourhoods.

In recognition of the vital role of local authorities have in nurturing new enterprise supporting local business the Government is changing the way they are funded so they retain a share of their local business rate growth. Those councils that encourage local growth and enable firms to succeed will see the fruits of their labours returned to reinvest in the local area.

To further boost to locally driven economic growth the Government last week announced it's 'Portas Plus' response the Mary Portas High Street. This includes a help package that rewards creativity and innovation and gives local people a genuine stake in the success of their towns.

Further information about the business rate discounts available is on the Business Link website: www.businesslink.gov.uk (external link). Business Link is Government's online resource for businesses that contains essential practical information, support and services business whether a large organisation or a new start up.

Notes to editors

1. The regulations to implement the spreading the Retail Price Index increase in business rates bills over three years have now been laid. This will give businesses the chance to defer payment of 3.2 per cent of their 2012-13 rates bills until 2013-14 and 2014-15. The legislation stipulates that provided ratepayers return the application by 9 June 2012 they will see the reduction in their July 2012 instalments. This allows sufficient time for authorities to update their software and prepare for the scheme. Local authorities will no doubt wish to take every opportunity to promote this scheme to ratepayers. Council town centre managers are being encouraged to make the deferral application form and helpful fact sheet available to local firms. Details of how much this scheme is potentially worth in every area can be found here: www.communities.gov.uk/documents/newsroom/1786823/2124529.xls (Excel, 110kb). 

2. Local areas from all parts of the country are getting additional help, worth on average £1650 over the period for each qualifying firm. Eligible businesses occupying property with a rateable value of up to £6,000 pay no rates for that period, with tapering relief up to a rateable value to £12,000. Government has also made it easier for authorities to get the relief to ratepayers by removing the legal requirement for ratepayers to submit an application form.

3. All parts of the country are getting the double discount help - nearly 6,000 small firms in Bradford are getting the discount; nearly 5,000 in Durham, 2,000 in Harrogate; over 1,500 businesses in Enfield; Wakefield nearly 3,500; Shropshire 3,700; Sheffield 4,400; and Kirklees has over 5,000 small businesses getting relief. In Cornwall over 10,000 business properties are receiving discounts; with 3,000 in Bournemouth; while Suffolk Coast, North Norfolk, Poole, Southend, South Lakeland, Blackpool and Scarborough are helping over 2000 properties each. More details about the number and share of small firms and shops, for every area of the country, that received a rate reprieve are available here: www.communities.gov.uk/documents/newsroom/1786823/19726081.xls (Excel, 205kb).

4. More information on the Government's response to the Portas High Street Review can be found here: www.communities.gov.uk/news/newsroom/2120120.


Parish power to pray reinstated in time for Easter

	Published
	6 April 2012


As Easter weekend approaches Parish Councils across England, including Bideford Town Council, have been handed a new power to continue to hold prayers as part of their formal business, Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles announced today.

In February 2012, the High Court ruled against Bideford Town Council, maintaining that it was illegal for councils to continue with the long-standing practice of holding prayers at the beginning of their meetings. This judgment was based on an interpretation of Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972.

In response, Eric Pickles fast-tracked the introduction of the new general power of competence for (principal) local authorities in England. Amongst other things, this new power enables councils to continue to include prayers as part of the formal business at council meetings, if they wish.

Following approval in both houses of Parliament, the power to include prayers has now been extended to town and parish councils, like Bideford, that meet the criteria.

This builds on the speech by the Prime Minister in Christ Church, Oxford, in December 2011, where he asserted:

"We are a Christian country and we should not be afraid to say so."

Eric Pickles, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, said:

"Parliament has been clear that councils should have greater freedom from central interference. These new powers let councils innovate and also hands them back the freedom to pray.

"Bideford Town Council will be able to hold prayers once more at the start of council business. With Easter approaching, this sends a strong signal that this Government will protect the role of faith in public life against aggressive secularism."

Notes to editors

1. The Coalition Government's Localism Act 2011 contains a 'general power of competence' that will allow councils to innovate and legally do anything an individual could do unless specifically prohibited by law. This should give councils that want to continue holding formal prayers the confidence and legal standing to do so. It gives councils more freedom to work together act creatively and innovatively to improve services, drive down costs and enhance their local area. Councils have asked for this power because it will help them get on with the job. It does not remove any duties from local authorities - just like individuals they will continue to need to comply with duties placed on them.

2. The implementation of the Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 allows for parish councils that have a trained clerk and where two thirds of their members had been elected to resolve to use the general power of competence at any full council meeting. These conditions are intended to ensure that councillors seek proper advice before using the power and ensure a democratic mandate for the members actions. It is expected that every parish council will be able meet these basic eligibility requirements. Ministers are now considering what further steps can be taken to help the smaller parish meetings and parish councils who will not have the general power of competence. A link to the Order setting out these conditions is here: www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/965/contents/made (external link).

3. The provisions do not apply to local authorities in Wales, as the Welsh Assembly Government declined the offer of Coalition Government to include Welsh local authorities in the Localism Act's general power of competence. However, the Welsh Assembly also has power to legislate in this area.

4. Wider powers for English Fire and Rescue Authorities, Integrated Transport Authorities, Passenger Transport Executives Combined Authorities and Economic Prosperity Boards came into effect on 18 February 2012. The Welsh Assembly Government has decided that Welsh fire and rescue authorities will not have access to the power until April 2012.

5. On 21 February 2012 the Secretary of State wrote to local authority leaders, faith groups and parishes in England. The letters are available here: www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/prayeradvice.

6. The Localism Act 2011 contains a range of new freedoms and flexibilities for councils. More detail can be found here: www.communities.gov.uk/news/localgovernment/2030130.

7. A plain English Guide to the Localism Act 2011 can be found here:
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/localismplainenglishupdate

Localism Act: Power shift to communities charges on

	Published
	6 April 2012


Today the Government's revolution to hand power back to local communities reaches a major milestone as measures in the Localism Act come into force.

Local people, businesses and councils are at the heart of communities and the Government is determined to put them back in control with the choices and chances to shape the future of their local area.

The Localism Act, which received Royal assent in November 2011, is driving this power shift, wiping away unpopular bureaucratic interferences and cutting red tape that locked out communities, slowed progress and stifled innovation.

Parliamentary measures known as commencement orders have brought key measures of the Localism Act into effect, including new neighbourhood planning powers which give local people a major say in helping to shape the look and feel of their areas. Over 200 neighbourhood planning front-runner projects have trialled these new powers, now all communities across the country can get involved.

The key new measures to hand back control, include:

· General power of competence is now in place for all English local authorities, including eligible parish councils. Councils can innovate and legally do anything an individual could do unless specifically prohibited by law. This should give councils that want to continue holding formal prayers the confidence and legal standing to do so. This also gives councils more freedom to work together act creatively and innovatively to improve services, drive down costs and enhance their local area. Councils have asked for this power because it will help them get on with the job.

· New local discounts are available so councils can actively target their own businesses rate discounts in the best way for local businesses. This can be used to encourage new business investment, support for local shops, the high street or community services. Councils should consider this new power alongside the Government's 'Portas Pilots' plans.

· Community Right to Build giving communities a new way to deliver development they want. If they want, communities will be able to build family homes to sell, affordable housing for rent, sheltered housing for older local residents, or low-cost starter homes for young local families struggling to get on the housing ladder.

· New planning enforcement rules which give councils the ability to take action against people who deliberately conceal unauthorised development. They also help to tackle the abuses of retrospective planning applications which have in the past been used to spin out planning appeals.

· Reform of social housing regulation giving social landlords greater freedom to meet local needs and tenant's stronger tools to hold landlords to account. Changes to the way complaints are managed will follow in 2013.

Measures to scrap interfering and costly bureaucracy and cut red tape include:

· The heavy debt burden of the Ports tax has officially been lifted giving Port-based businesses facing unfair and unexpected backdated business rates bills a clean slate to get on with business. The estimated value of the waived tax bills across England totals more than £175 million.

· Abolition of the Standards Board for England; the bureaucratic and ineffective regime is replaced with locally drawn up codes of conduct. This frees up time and money from councils having to investigate trivial complaints whilst councillors involved in corruption and misconduct will face appropriately serious sanctions.

· Abolition of the Infrastructure Planning Commission which was not directly accountable to the public. Major planning decisions are returned to Government Ministers, democratically accountable to the public. This will not affect the timescales in which decisions are made.

Decentralisation Minister Greg Clark said:

"Today is a major turning point in the balance of power in this country as new rights and freedoms for communities to take back control come into force.

"The historic Localism Act is beginning to reverse more than 100 years of centralisation, returning power back to citizens, communities and local groups to manage their own affairs free from Whitehall interference.

"These powerful reforms are the next step in breaking up the monopoly of Whitehall over public services, giving local people with good ideas the right of initiative to do things differently."

Communities Minister Andrew Stunell said:

"The Government's historic mission to put communities back in control gathers pace today as more and more of the Localism Act comes into effect.

"Instead of putting barriers in the way of communities we are actively taking them away, wiping out interferences, cutting red tape and giving people the power to shape the future of their local area. As this revolution in local power rolls on communities can be confident that they are truly at the heart of decision making."

Notes to editors

1. The Localism Act received Royal Assent on 15 November 2011. Certain provisions came into effect immediately or through the first Commencement Order on 3 December 2011. The Second Commencement order came into effect on 15 January 2012. Other commencement orders took affect on 18 February, 31 March, 1 April and 6 April 2012.

2. A plain English guide to the Localism Act is available at: ww.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/localismplainenglishupdate.

3. A Community Rights website has been launched to give people more information about the new powers and opportunities available to them. The website will continue to grow and expand as more of the Rights come into force. The site can be viewed here: www.communityrights.communities.gov.uk (external link).

4. All Statutory Instruments relating to the Act currently in force are listed and linked here: www.communities.gov.uk/documents/newsroom/word/2126237.doc (Word, 55kb).


Eric Pickles: Launch of nationwide community music day

	Published
	7 April 2012


Eric Pickles has called on local bands to take part in 'Bandstand Marathon - Communities in Tune', a nationwide music day which aims to encourage 500 areas across the country to come together and celebrate the final day of the Paralympic Games on 9 September 2012 through a range of free live performances.

The Communities and Local Government Secretary joined three different performers, including, the Brentwood Royal Legion Youth Band in Colchester on Friday to highlight the initiative and give his personal backing to the planned 'Bandstand Marathon'.

The day will showcase as much live performance from as many cultures and communities as possible and events will take place across a wide range of outdoor performance spaces. This could include anything from a steel drum band playing in an historic bandstand in a local park, a piano recital in a shopping centre or a choral choir in a public garden, Mr Pickles made clear.

As highlighted in the Government's recent 'Creating the conditions for integration' paper, the Government is strongly supporting people to play an active part in society, to focus on what they have in common rather than their differences and celebrate what is good about their local area.

Under the theme 'Communities in Tune', the Government is teaming up with organisers Superact and Making Music, providing them with funding to expand and enhance their existing annual Bandstand Marathon day, doubling the length of the local events to four hours, and increasing the number of events from 100 venues last year to a predicted 500 this year.

Speaking at the national launch at Colchester Castle Park, Essex, Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said:

"2012 is a great year for the country, with the Queen's Diamond Jubilee and the Olympic and Paralympic Games there is no better time for communities to come together and celebrate. Bandstand Marathon will be a fantastic afternoon of free live entertainment, getting people enthused about a wide range of music and a great opportunity for everyone to celebrate what is good about their local area. The day is also a terrific opportunity to champion our local Bandstands which are very much a part of our cultural heritage and help bring them back to life."

Superact Director, Nick Smith said:

"We are delighted to have received the Department for Communities and Local Government's support for the Bandstand Marathon in 2012 as it has enabled us to massively expand the event in this Olympic year. Thanks to the Department, 2012 will see the 500 events across the UK on 9 September 2012 doubled in length from two to four hours and also enables us, in partnership with Making Music, to train local organisers in planning and delivering the events, adding to the community's ability to come together around a shared love of music."

Bandstand Marathon is part of the London 2012 Festival, a spectacular 12-week nationwide celebration from 21 June and running until 9 September 2012 bringing together leading artists from across the world with the very best from the UK.

Notes to editors

1. The Department for Communities and Local Government is working with the Superact and Making Music to produce a nation-wide community music day that will allow communities across the country to come together through a range of musical performances as well as providing a variety of opportunities for communities to take part and to celebrate what is good about their local area. Superact  have been granted the London 2012 Inspire mark which recognises innovative and exceptional projects that are directly inspired by the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. For more information on Band Stand Marathon - Communities in Tune and how to get involved see http://bandstandmarathon.org.uk (external link).

2. The Government's new approach to integration, Creating the Conditions for Integration was published last week and can be found here: www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/integration.

3. Superact is a not-for-profit arts organisation using creativity to improve the health and wellbeing of people from a wide variety of backgrounds and abilities. They use artists and musicians, both amateur and professional, to deliver highly successful projects in the healthcare, education and criminal justice systems. For further information see: www.superact.org.uk (external link).

4. Making Music has been the UK's number one organisation for voluntary music since 1935. They thrive on encouraging all kinds of music groups and individuals to be part of a vibrant multi-cultural music scene. Their 3,000 members include choirs, orchestras, music promoters, jazz and wind bands, community festivals, samba groups, sitar ensembles, barbershop choruses and brass bands. These groups come to Making Music for the expert help they need to set up, run and develop music groups in their communities. Making Music is here to help everyone flourish in their music making. For further information see: www.makingmusic.org.uk (external link).

5. The Cultural Olympiad and London 2012 Festival: The London 2012 Cultural Olympiad is the largest cultural celebration in the history of the modern Olympic and Paralympic Movements. Spread over four years, it is designed to give everyone in the UK a chance to be part of London 2012 and inspire creativity across all forms of culture, especially among young people.

The culmination of the Cultural Olympiad will be the London 2012 Festival, a spectacular 12-week nationwide celebration bringing together leading artists from across the world with the very best from the UK, from Midsummers Day on 21 June and running until the final day of the Paralympic Games on 9 September 2012.The London 2012 Festival will celebrate the huge range, quality and accessibility of the UK's world-class culture including dance, music, theatre, the visual arts, fashion, film and digital innovation, giving the opportunity for people across the UK to celebrate the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Principal funders of the Cultural Olympiad and London 2012 Festival are Arts Council England, Legacy Trust UK and the Olympic Lottery Distributor.

BP and BT are Premier Partners of the Cultural Olympiad and the London 2012 Festival.

For more details on the programme and to sign up for information visit www.london2012.com/festival 


England's array of Enterprise Zones go operational

	Published
	11 April 2012


The next generation of Enterprise Zones are now 'operational sites' with 'live deals' immediately available for aspiring new businesses, Communities and Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles announced today.

Every Enterprise Zone can now offer immediate tax breaks to businesses as soon as they move onto the site. The discount provides up to 100 per cent relief to new businesses for five years. Government is meeting the costs.

Each Zone is finalising ambitious simplified planning requirements for their sites. Many are using special locally developed planning regimes known as 'Local Development Orders' to grant automatic planning permission for certain development, such as new industrial buildings or a change to how existing buildings are used, within specified areas. This gives interested firms certainty about the development that will be allowed and removes the delays and costs associated with applying for planning permission.

Two thirds of the Zones will have at least one of these orders in place by the summer. Many of them will have multiple orders for their different sites. 18 orders have already been agreed, while eight more have completed the public consultation stage. A further 40 are in the pipeline.

Mr Pickles saw first hand how these planning changes are working on a visit to the Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft Enterprise Zone, where six orders are now in place.

The Secretary of State looked around a company that is expanding their premises into the Beacon Park Technology Park because of enterprise zone incentives including the simplified planning arrangements.

Seajacks is a leading operator of purpose built self-propelled jack-up vessels for offshore wind farms in the North Sea.

The orders in the Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft Enterprise Zone permit energy related development including new buildings, extensions, roads, telecommunications and low-carbon energy installations. All its sites will have superfast broadband by late 2012.

Six councils in the Sheffield City Region Enterprise Zone have today agreed a deal for a uniform and more 'business friendly' planning approach with quicker permissions expected. Global manufacturer, X:Cel Superturn, is using a new £18 million contract to rapidly expand its operation into the Zone.

The Zones are also attracting foreign investors, showing Britain is great for business. Just last week Japanese logistics firm Vantec, a subsidiary of Nissan, became the first overseas company to invest, £24 million, in an Enterprise Zone, taking advantage of Sunderland's Enhanced Capital Allowances.

Eric Pickles said:

"Local business and private sector commerce turn the wheels of our economy creating the jobs this country needs. This Government has set about fostering local enterprise and creating the conditions for businesses to thrive.

"This week our low tax, low regulation, Enterprise Zones with superfast networks are going operational with live deals and incentives now available to entice new companies to the area.

"We've planted these economic incubators all across the country to help accelerate growth, rebalance our economy with thousands of new businesses and local jobs in each location.

"Enterprise Zones are set to become the crown jewels of how we make Britain the best place in the world to start and grow a business."

The Budget 2011 announced that the Government would create a new generation of Enterprise Zones with simplified planning rules, super-fast broadband and tax breaks for businesses, would be established in local enterprise partnerships across England. The Zones have the potential to create tens of thousands of new jobs by 2015.

Notes to editors

1. The business rates discount for businesses in Enterprise Zones went operational on 1 April 2012. The discount provides up to 100 per cent relief to new businesses with the sites for five years up to state aid de minimus levels. Authorities should now be providing the discounts using the new local discounts powers. Central Government is meeting the costs of the discount.

2. Great Yarmouth's local development orders enable development including: port and logistics related businesses, energy industries, electronic communications works, solar panels, site investigation works, offices, general industrial development, security cameras and wind turbines.

3. Local Development Order progress in the Enterprise Zones is as follows:

· 18 orders have been agreed: six in Tees Valley, six in New Anglia Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft, one in West of England Temple Quarter (Bristol), one in Sheffield Modern Manufacturing and Technology Growth Area, one in Black Country i54 and Darlaston, one in Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Newquay Aerohub; one in South East Midlands Northampton Waterside, one in Lancashire and one in Leeds Lower Aire Valley

· seven orders have completed consultation: one in Leeds Lower Aire Valley, one in Humber Estuary, one in New Anglia Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft, one in the Marches, Hereford, two in Greater Birmingham and Solihull City Centre and one in North Eastern River Tyne and Nissan site

· approximately 40 further Local Development Orders are in preparation across the Enterprise Zones.

4. Other Enterprise Zones are making progress in different ways:

· The North Eastern Enterprise Zone confirmed that the £24 million of investment from Vantec, an integrated logistics company, will include 417,000 sq feet of new building, which will be operational in less from a year from now and will create 240 new jobs as well as safeguarding 800 existing jobs.

· Global manufacturer X:Cel Superturn is set to expand its operations in the Sheffield City Region Enterprise Zone after beating strong competition to win a major contract worth over £18 million to supply precision gaskets and sealing rings to a global subsea tree manufacturer.

· In September 2011 Jaguar Land Rover announced it would build a £355 million engine plant on the i54 site - part of the Black Country Enterprise Zone. The first phase comprises 70,000sqm with a second expansion phase of around 65,000sqm. The plant will employ 750 staff and is due to be in operation by 2014.

· The Enterprise Zones support Tees Valley's industries within the petro-chemical, renewable energy, advanced manufacturing and digital sectors helping create and support up to 1,200 jobs by 2015. Sites at Port Estates in Hartlepool, the New Energy and Technology Park in Billingham, as well as Wilton and PD Ports/South Bank Wharf (both in Redcar and Cleveland), can offer large-scale occupiers enhanced capital allowances against the cost of qualifying plant and machinery. Tees Valley are establishing their own locally funded Enterprise Zone sites to attract further investment in the area and support diversification of the local economy.

· The Northampton Enterprise Zone will redevelop and regenerate a large area around Northampton station and along the River Nene. A planning application has now been submitted for a land-mark development on the site - a 3740sqm 'innovation cube' which will provide high quality accommodation for 60 start-up businesses.

· The New Anglia local enterprise partnership has developed a 'soft landing' package to give targeted support to businesses locating in their Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft Enterprise Zone. This will include access to an energy sector support team; dedicated Inward Investment Director; access to key economic, cost and skills information; searches for suitable land and premises; introductions to supply chain partners; support from specialist energy sector knowledge hubs and access to UK Trade and Investment support. The Enterprise Zone covering six sites over 120 hectares will focus on offshore wind, port logistics and engineering. It is expected to create 80 businesses that would benefit from approximately £3.8 million in tax breaks.

· The Greater Cambridge and Greater Peterborough Enterprise Zone - Alconbury Business Campus - will strengthen the manufacturing base across the partnership area, by encouraging ideas worked upon by scientists, academics and entrepreneurs to be produced locally rather that lost to overseas manufacturing. The Enterprise Zone will have a broad focus on ICT, bio-technology, pharmaceuticals, advanced manufacturing, creative industries, engineering and processing.

· Across the board local enterprise partnerships are working with telecoms firms to make sure superfast broadband is the standard speed in Zones.

5. The Government has put forward a range of measures to develop Enterprise Zones and make them attractive places to do business.

· A 100 per cent business rate discount worth up to £275,000 over a five year period (for businesses that move into an Enterprise Zone during the course of this Parliament).

· All business rate growth generated by the Zone for a period of at least 25 years will be kept by that area.

· Local Development Orders are available to local authorities to establish a simplified planning regime.

· Government support to ensure that super fast broadband is rolled out throughout the Zones. This will be achieved through guaranteeing the most supportive planning environment and, if necessary, public funding.

· The Government will make 100 per cent enhanced capital allowances available in the Black Country, Humber, Liverpool, North Eastern, Sheffield and Tees Valley Enterprise Zones to plant or machinery investment allowing them to write it down against taxable profits.

6. The following 24 Enterprise Zones now stretch across England:

Black Country i54 and Darlaston
Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Newquay Aerohub
Derby, Derbyshire, Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Boots Campus
Greater Birmingham and Solihull City Centre
Greater Cambridge and Greater Peterborough Alconbury Airfield
Greater Manchester Airport
Humber Estuary Renewable Energy Super Cluster and Green Port Corridor
Humber Green Port Corridor
Lancashire
Leeds Lower Aire Valley
Leicester and Leicestershire Mira Technology Park
Liverpool Daresbury Science Campus
Liverpool Mersey Waters
London Royal Docks
New Anglia Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft
North Eastern River Tyne and Nissan Site
Oxfordshire Science Vale UK
Sheffield Modern Manufacturing and Technology Growth Area
Solent Daedalus Airfield
South East Midlands Northampton Waterside
South East Sandwich and Harlow
Tees Valley
The Marches Hereford
West of England Temple Quarter (Bristol)

7. An Enterprise Zone map can be found here: www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1968608.pdf (PDF, 440kb).

New reforms will stop town hall corruption and culture of malicious complaints

	Published
	11 April 2012


Local Government Minister Bob Neill today called on councils to use their new found freedom from the recently axed Standards Board to prevent corruption and ensure high standards in local public life.

The Standards Board Regime has now been abolished for good - freeing up councils to put in place locally drawn up codes of conduct for their elected members. Ministers hope these new codes will enable local authorities to ensure the highest standards of conduct are maintained while avoiding them becoming a vehicle for malicious complaints that dragged down the reputation of local government in recent years.

Today Mr Neill published an illustrative text that councils can, if they choose, use as a basis for their new local code of conduct. He has also written to council leaders to remind them of this new opportunity to raise the bar on local standards.

The new code is a matter for local determination, but the Department is publishing an example code illustrating what a new code might look like. By releasing councils from the old regime of prescriptive uniform codes councils will be able to ensure that their own codes encourage freedom of speech and can not be used to silence or discourage conscientious councillors from whistle blowing on misconduct.

The new freedoms to draw up local codes will come as a particularly welcome relief to smaller authorities and parish councils, where the burden of investigating unnecessary and frivolous complaints weighed heavily on resources.

Ministers believe that the previous Standards Board regime, which was axed as part of the Government's flagship Localism Act 2011, had become a vehicle for petty and sometimes vexatious complaints about councillor conduct that drained time and resources and damaged local confidence in democracy. For example, one authority had to fork out £160,000 after receiving more than 170 complaints from the same person. Each one had to be examined, but only three were considered worth investigating and after investigation all were dismissed.

Ministers are determined to ensure local councillors are held to the highest standards of conduct. To ensure that corruption in local life is prevented, the Government is bringing in tough new legislation that makes serious misconduct for personal gain a criminal offence, dealt with by the courts. Councillors will also have to register certain personal interests on a publicly available register.

Local Government Minister Bob Neill said:

"As the death knell tolls for the unpopular and unelected Standards Board regime, councils and communities can look forward to a new era of locally set codes of conduct that will prevent corruption, ensure high standards in public life, and put an end to petty, partisan and malicious complaints that have dragged down the reputation of local government.

"Instead of having hundreds of expensive and frivolous investigations hanging over their heads local councillors will be free to get on with the job of getting the best for their local area. But far from letting councillors off the hook without any checks we are ensuring that they conform to the highest standards and anyone who abuses their position for personal gain can expect to face the full force of the law."

Notes to editors

1. The Standards Board for England ceased its regulatory functions on 31 January 2012, and was formally abolished on 31 March 2012.

2. The illustrative example of what a local code of conduct could look like can be found here: www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/localcodeconduct.

3. From 1 July 2012, all standards matters - including consideration and determination of outstanding complaints made during the period the Standards Board regime was operating - will be the responsibility of local authorities, to be handled under the new arrangements. This date will also see the new standards arrangements, which include a 'Nolan-based' code, the involvement of an independent person in allegations of misconduct, and a new criminal offence for failing to declare or register interests, coming into force.

4. The abolition of the Standards Board was included in the Localism Act. The Localism Act received Royal Assent on 15 November 2011.

5. A plain English guide to the Localism Act is available at: www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/localismplainenglishupdate.


Red tape holding back councils cut by more than a quarter

	Published
	11 April 2012


The Government has reduced the amount of 'red tape' data collections it expects councils to send by over a quarter - giving them more time to focus on residents and local priorities, Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles announced today.

The new 2012-2013 list of the information councils are expected to report to central government, published today, shows a reduction in demands from 193 data collections last year to 156 this year.

The Government introduced the single comprehensive list of required data collection last year as a way to reduce the burden of top down demands.

Cracking down on pointless bureaucracy and freeing councils from regulatory burdens is a top priority. Since summer 2010 the Government has ended 56 separate data collections placed on local government and seriously scaled back a further 19. This builds on decisions to end over 4700 local government targets.

Councils, for example, no longer have to spend time and money, on sending in complex planning monitoring or completing a housing subsidy form three times year.

The Government has abolished an array of key bureaucratic burdens including the National Indicator Set; Local Area Agreements; the Comprehensive Area Assessment; the £5 million Place Survey and 66 pages of guidance on how to report efficiency.

Ministers are also putting in place a rigorous 'real time' gateway to prevent the build up of new data burdens on local government throughout the year. Councils will not have to provide anything that is not on the list unless funding is made available.

The Department continues to reduce the overall burden of regulation on businesses too. New measures in the Localism Act planning reforms will result in estimated benefits to businesses of £14 million per year.

Eric Pickles said:

"For too long central government has kept Town Halls hunched over desks crunching numbers or wielding clipboards asking the public intrusive questions.

"We know councils are most effective when they are free to innovate and respond to what local people want without undue interference from Whitehall.

"That is why we are chopping great chunks of pointless red tape out of the system - radically reducing the demands, burdens and restrictions put on Town Halls by central government. In next to no time at all we have scaled this back more than a quarter.

"But we are not stopping there - business and communities deserve much less interference from government and we remain determined to push as hard as we can and crack down on unnecessary red tape and regulation anywhere we find it."

Notes to editors

1. The 2012-13 single data list can be found at: www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/tacklingburdens/singledatalist/.


George Clarke appointed empty homes adviser

	Published
	11 April 2012


Architect to lead efforts to bring empty homes back into use

Architect and TV presenter George Clarke is to be an independent adviser to the Government to help bring thousands of empty homes back into use for families in need of stable, secure homes, Ministers announced today.
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George Clarke to be Empty Homes Adviser 

Although the numbers of empty homes have fallen to their lowest level since 2004, there are still 720,000 homes sitting empty across the country - with 280,000 left vacant for six months or more.

Ministers have already announced £150 million to bring empty homes back into use as affordable housing - including £50 million to tackle clusters of empty homes.

George Clarke presented Channel 4's recent series of programmes, The Great British Property Scandal. His work as independent adviser on empty homes will particularly involve:

· promoting bringing empty homes back into use

· raising public awareness of the benefits of bringing empty homes back into use and encouraging people to report empty homes in their area

· encouraging councils, housing associations and voluntary groups to identify innovative and good ideas and sharing this across communities

· challenging Government and other public bodies to ensure publicly-owned homes are not left empty; and

· exploring whether current plans for demolition in councils could be scaled back.

Communities Minister Andrew Stunell said:

"I am delighted that George Clarke has agreed to work with us as we pull out all the stops to end the national scandal of empty homes.

"For every two families needing a home, there's a property standing empty - properties that, all too often, attract squatters, vandalism and fly-tipping. That's why over the past year, I've made £150 million available to bring these homes back into use.

"George's appointment as our independent adviser on this issue will give these efforts a real boost, and I look forward to seeing how communities benefit from his help and advice, and seeing more families benefiting from a secure, stable home as more empty properties are brought back into use."

Independent Empty Homes Adviser George Clarke said:

"There are hundreds of thousands of empty homes that could and should be saved from the bulldozers and refurbished.

"I totally support the building of new homes when it's necessary but not when it's cheaper and quicker to refurbish empty homes than to build from scratch. It can be kinder to communities and the environment - and it makes sense in these tough economic times.

"I care passionately about this subject and I'll leave no stone unturned in my efforts to find a solution to the problem and get these houses back into use for the families who need them."

Housing Minister Grant Shapps said:

"George Clarke has been a phenomenal campaigner against the scourge of Empty Homes. His popular Great British Property Scandal programme raised the issue up the agenda. I'm pleased to report that the number of empty homes has fallen in the two years since this government came to office. Now we hope to accelerate that work further with £150 million of investment and George Clarke as our Empty Homes Adviser."

Notes to editors

1. Ministers have made £150 million available to communities to bring empty homes back into use. This is comprised of:

· £70 million for councils to bring over 5,600 empty homes back into use

· £30 million for community groups; and

· £50 million to tackle clusters of empty homes.
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